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This month in Driving Mirror 

Beaulieu Motor Museum Trip 
SUNDAY 11th September 

You will note a considerable saving on 
the usual prices. Book your ticket early 
to avoid missing out. You also get free 
re-entry within a week (ask for details). 
 

Families/children welcome and you don’t need to be a club member. 
 

Please support this event.   Emails to mattrumney@tiscali.co.uk 

 RRP Our Price 

Adult £16.75 £12.75 

Senior (Over 60) £15.50 £11.90 

Child £9.00 £7.95 
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W e haven’t been short of things to do after the June Centenary celebrations – 
July Club Night brought out a new quizmaster 
partnership in Andy Laurence and Nick 
Rainbow, except that Nick was called away 
from Bristol at short notice and had to leave 
the whole thing in Andy’s more than capable 
hands. The so-called “Short-Shift Motoring 
Quiz” was a half-size contest to bridge the gap 
between the, now traditional, General 
Knowledge quiz in April and the championship-
size Motoring Quiz in the Autumn. It provided a 
welcome change in style and content, and 
although first place again went to Mark Chater’s 
team, with Pete Hart and Nick Green, it was 
very pleasing to see Rich Marsh’s team in an 
excellent second place. I made a great 
contribution to my team’s downfall, its last 
place revealing why I’ve co-hosted these quizzes 
in the past (i.e. I know next to nothing about 
motor sport!). 

Another refreshing change was in the 
organising team for the AutoSolo at Castle 
Combe on 9th July. Angie Fullagar had 
volunteered at the start of the year to take 
over as Event Secretary, with a guiding hand 
from Tony Streeting. It was clear from the 

outset that she was determined to get on top 
of every aspect of the work involved, and what 
a thorough job she did! - earning 
congratulations from many of the regular 
members of the AutoSolo community who 
took part. She even attracted complimentary 
emails about her choice of jelly babies to 
augment the chocolates at signing-on! The 
event itself attracted an entry only a few short 
of maximum, and the usual efficiency of the 
organising team ensured that the day ended in 
good time, with lots of smiling faces. Kev 
Belcher from Oxford MC again took FTD 
honours, narrowly beating – by only 0.7 secs – 
our own Mark Gray into overall 2nd. Well 
done Mark! FTD next time? 

After months of eager anticipation, we 
are all thoroughly deflated by having to take the 
decision not to go ahead with the speed 
hillclimb at Dyrham Park. In the end, it was 
inescapable that the cost of protecting the 
drivers, cars and the scenery from each other 
was prohibitive; we would have had to set entry 
fees in the region of £170, which would have 
been self-defeating. 

Several times the question has been 
asked, “But what about Wiscombe? And 

Allen Harris 

10% Gurston Down Discount 
 

BMC members will get a 10% discount on the entry charge to spectate at 
Gurston Down Hillclimb on the production of a club membership card. 

 
Get down there over the August Bank Holiday for the British Hillclimb 

Championship and Rubens Barrichello’s 2007 Honda F1 car. 
 

www.gurstondown.org 
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Shelsley? They’re both narrow, they both have 
close trees and other hazards, yet they don’t 
require walls of straw bales on both sides of the 
track.”  It’s difficult to argue against this, and 
yes, they both run regularly and safely, and have 
done for many years. But I believe that because 
of that, their dangers are known and respected, 
and are passed on from generation to 
generation. As Dyrham hasn’t run for 45 years, 
it has to be regarded as a ‘new’ venue, and in 
today’s risk-averse world it would be foolhardy 
to contemplate running a new speed event 
without taking every possible precaution against 
personal injury, or worse. 

Imagine if the event had been allowed to 
go ahead with only minimal safeguards, and the 
inevitable accident happened; such an incident 
could easily spark off a nationwide review of 
motorsport safety, with consequences for 
other, long-established venues, possibly 
culminating in their closure. And finally, we 
really don’t have a choice: we have to meet 
certain safety standards to acquire a track 
licence from the MSA, without which there can 
be no event. 

Although our friends at the National 
Trust were visibly upset when we broke the 
news to them, they brightened immediately at 
our suggested replacement – the “Spirit of the 
60s” display. It will be a large assembly of cars 
and drivers from the early Dyrham days, 
together with other appropriate vehicles from 
the period. All the participants will be offered 
escorted drives up the hill to experience 
something of what it was like 50 years ago. For 
many, the occasion will be a reunion – with 
other drivers, with their cars, and with the hill 
itself. And we hope that visitors will enjoy being 
reminded of the sight and sound of motor sport 
in the Park. It has the potential to be a better 
way of remembering the glory days of Dyrham 
than seeing the track buried under straw! 

This will effectively be the last major 
celebration of our Centenary year, and we will 
need the help of around 20 marshals, organising 
the cars into batches and making sure that 
visitors to the park don’t stray into the path of 

the cars on the drive. We look forward to 
seeing many more Bristol Motor Club members 
supporting the occasion as spectators. You’ll 
find details elsewhere in this issue and on the 
website; please spread the word to friends and 
pass the information on to anyone you know 
who might have an interesting car to display. 

By the time you read this, the Five Clubs 
Wiscombe weekend will be upon us. Saturday 
3rd is Bristol MC day, with Glyn Hopkins in 
charge as Clerk of the Course, assisted by Tony 
Streeting and Paul Parker. If you’re planning to 
marshal please let a member of the team know 
beforehand; when you get to your post you will 
also recognise the calm voice of Mark Chater in 
your headset; he will be keeping the event 
running smoothly in Course Control – on both 
days. 

The following Tuesday is Club Night at 
Colstons. If you are looking forward to the 
Classic Trials evening, I’m sorry to disappoint 
you, but with Pete working in Toulouse and 
Mark in Portsmouth there is a strong chance 
that neither of them would be back in time to 
host the occasion, so we’ve postponed it to 
November, into the heart of the trials season! 

We are sorry to be losing two members 
of the committee. Paul Monis has resigned for 
personal reasons, and Glyn Hopkins is moving 
to Warrington to be closer to his parents, who 
have been suffering with health problems for 
some time now. Wiscombe will be Glyn’s last 
event for us, so we say farewell and wish him 
every success in his new surroundings. I know 
he plans to keep his motor sport organisational 
skills alive, and I hope that he will one day 
return to the South West. We send our sincere 
thanks to both Glyn and Paul for their 
contribution to motor club activities over the 
past ten or so years. 

Finally, just a short postscript to the 
Centenary weekend: if you enjoyed the pictures 
on the cover of the July Driving Mirror, you can 
see the rest of Jim Gaisford’s pictures of the 
celebrations on the club’s website. 
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J ust reading about a guy who has been jailed 
for reversing dangerously into a parking 

attendant in an Asda Car Park and so he 
should be punished. There’s no excuse for 
dangerous driving, especially in confined 
spaces where there is an abundance of 
families moving to and from their vehicles. 
But this case opens up a whole new debate. 

How many times have you guys 
eventually found a supermarket parking space 
only to find that it’s so small that it’s perfect 
so long as you don’t want to actually open 
your doors to get out of your car? The 
answer to this simple mind of mine is 
obvious: make the parking spaces wider! 
It’s not rocket science. If all the parking bays 
were a couple of feet wider we wouldn’t 
need Mother and Baby or even Disabled bays, 
but hang on a bit, by making the bays bigger 
the Supermarkets would be reducing the 
amount of customers’ cars they could 
accommodate thereby reducing the potential 
footfall of customers. So at the end of the day 
it still comes down to money. If the 
supermarkets don’t get it by way of revenue 
through the tills they get via parking fines. 
Great! But it’s a short fix that can cause long 
term problems. My wife and I now do a lot of 
our shopping at Tesco at Bradley Stoke, not 
because we are in love with the retail giant, 
but simply because its got a huge car park and 
unless you want to park right outside the 
front doors of the store there are plenty of 

spaces available. We are quite happy to walk 
100 yards to do our shopping and going by 
the number of people who are parking at the 
far end of the car park it seems to be 
catching on. So come on you big 
supermarkets, we know you will eventually 
take over the high street if you haven’t 
already, but try a bit of lateral thinking and 
make parking easier for all of us shoppers not 
more difficult and subsequently more costly. 

  July 25th, just celebrated my 68th 
birthday and our 47th wedding anniversary 
and what do I get in with my pressies from 
my dear wife but a Mr Grumpy mug. She’s 
obviously been reading my articles! Where 
else would she have got the idea from? 

It could only happen in Bristol with 
our totally inept Councillors. We are not 
only going to get what any sane person who 
commutes in and around the City knows will 
not work (bendy buses; most of the other 
UK Cities that have tried them have since 
disbanded the idea), but not only are we 
subject to a totally out of touch transport 
system, they have made no provision for a 
bus stop outside the main artery into the 
City; Temple Meads Station! What planet do 
these people come from? If you’re going to 
have an integrated transport system whatever 
that may entail, how can you not include the 
main railway station in the route? Their 
answer was it would cost too much. Sorry, 
but you lost me. How much can a bus stop 
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cost? Probably due to the many million 
wasted £s by our council over the last few 
years with their dumb ventures. 

We still have a substantial railway 
infrastructure in and around Bristol. Why not 
reinstate them and get commuters off the 
roads and onto the railway network? 
Probably cost no more than what they’re 
already planning but it’s too obvious to any 
person that’s Compos Mentis, but blind to 
those guys who hang out on College Green. 

But hang on a minute you haven’t 
heard the best bit. These Council Clowns are 
now considering building a slip road off the 
M32 between junctions 1 and 2 to a Park and 
Ride that may never be built. Who do they 
think would use it if it ever gets the go ahead? 
Once you’re on a motorway, and a very 
short one at that, who in their right mind is 
going to leave just a couple of miles from 
their destination to get on a bus? If you’re 
going to have a Park and Ride surely it should 
be located at the start of the journey not 
halfway through. My simple solution to this 
problem, is to get rid of most of the 
unnecessary traffic lights that abound around 
the city and build a load more car parks, 
charge a quid a day. This would free up the 
roads by removing parked cars and cars 
circulating looking for somewhere to park, 
thus allowing easier travel and the city would 
benefit from a mass influx of revenue from 
the car parks, therefore everyone would win. 
Words fail me when it comes to the 
backward thinking of our councillors. 

But there’s more. Just heard that 
Bristol’s main bus company, First, are 
considering taking over the bendy bus 
contract so long as they are not bendy. 
Blimey! It goes from bad to worse... 

At least the Harbour Festival was a 
huge success and a splendid way to spend half 
a day, and a great advert for Bristol. It’s 
funded mostly by private enterprise and that’s 
why it’s such a success. Don’t let the city 
councillors get their grubby hands on it 
because if you do, going by the way they 

think, they would probably want to move it 
up onto the Downs and hold it in the middle 
of January. 

Also, another great Bristol attraction, 
the Balloon Festival, again left to our so called 
leaders they would definitely want to hold it 
indoors in case of bad weather. 

The council couldn’t even afford to 
pay for the firework display at the close of 
the Harbour Festival due to lack of finance, 
probably down to the £28 Million spent on 
the M Shed and the proposed £millions to be 
spent on the bendy buses. Oh I do despair! 

Just heard the news that Dyrham Park 
will not be hosting our Hillclimb. Im sorry, 
but not in the least suprised, being NT 
members and regular visitors to Dyrham 
Park, and having walked up the hill many 
times and even driven it when we used to 
park in front of the house, it would make an 
ideal venue, if not a bit tight and bumpy for 
the current crop of very quick cars. But in 
this "Elf n Safety" world we live in, no chance. 
Push the clock back 25 years and I don’t think 
there would have been a problem. A few 
straw bales scattered around the most 
prominent and close trees, a couple of ropes 
to hold the spectators back and hey presto 
we’re on for a good day’s sport. 

 But none of us ever want to be 
involved or even witness a nasty racing 
accident and we all know that if we compete 
or spectate we accept the risks involved. But 
at the end of the day the risks have to be 
assessed and if deemed that it’s too 
dangerous unless the BMC spend an 
extortionate amount of money on safety then 
the club had no alternative than to shelve the 
idea. But a carefree and non-competitive 
drive up the hill in whatever type of vehicle 
would I’m sure be a fantastic way to celebrate 
our centenary. I must get the wife’s Fiesta out 
and give it a wash. Would it be eligible I ask 
myself or more importantly the BMC? 

Sat 6th August, it’s 7.00pm, I’ve just 
had a nice cool shower and poured myself a 
generous measure of Teachers while Mary 
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prepares a well earned meal, a nice and 
comfortable end to a good days sprinting 
after all of our problems of late. 

The Wessex Sprint at Combe was at 
last I think a turning point for Team Lealan 
and that Pesky Pilbeam. But it didn’t start out 
too well with Kev suffering with a very painful 
back which is aggravated by driving the 
Pilbeam with its very confined cockpit. These 
single seaters were definitely designed for 
midgets or Dave Cutcliffe - both are about 
the same size! It’s a pretty hard ride which is 
not helped by a massive bottoming out 
approaching Avon Rise. On his first run, the 
engine lost power and more or less cut out 
exiting Quarry. I thought here we go again. 
Back in the paddock, Kev did say that it felt as 
though it was running out of fuel but after 
restarting the car he drove it back slowly to 
the pits just in case there was a major 
problem. We duly checked all the fuel 
connections and put a voltmeter on the 
electric supplies to the pump relays and all 
seemed fine. So with some trepidation Kev 
went out for his second practice and hey 
presto the car ran well with a time in the 

very low 70 secs. We also did some minor 
wing changes and it was then into the first 
timed runs. Kev returned with a time 7/10ths 
slower than his last run but he did say that 
coming out of the last chicane he shifted from 
3rd to 4th but found 5th so the engine was 
off the cam for a couple of seconds but he 
was hoping for a better last run as Simon 
Clemow in his recently acquired, pretty and 
very quick Force was keeping Kevin honest. 
So it was on with his best rubber and much 
lighter wheels for his final run just to make 
sure he kept Simon behind him and he did 
just that with a great time of 68.68, and as 
Simon wasn’t able to better his first run time 
it turned out to be a relatively comfortable 
FTD for Kev. Just hope he can get his hands 
on the Wessex Trophy this time. 

So there we are, we’ve definitely 
cracked it. It just leaves a difficult decision for 
Kev - does he sell the Pilbeam now we seem 
to have  got it running well? In the last 3 
events we’ve had a 8th in the last British 
Sprint, a 2nd overall at the Dick Mayo and 
now an FTD. Not a bad CV! Or does he 
keep it for another season to get some 

Wiscombe Park Hillclimb: 3rd/4th September 2011 

Bring a tent and join us for the 
weekend.  Whether you’re 
marshalling, competing or 
spectating, you’ll be very 

welcome.  Marshals are well 
looked after with good food and 
drink and the action is normally 
brilliant to watch with running 

commentary the whole 
weekend. 

 
If you want to join us, get in touch with Tony Streeting, Glyn Hopkins or Paul 
Parker (inside cover for phone numbers, back cover for email) to be part of 

the marshalling team or meet up at the event. 

Marshals Wanted! 
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return on our time and money spent? 
Just to finish, my thanks to Dave 

Cutcliffe, and Darren Pursey who were a 
great help at Combe as Kev was struggling 
with his bad back, and me with my pretty 
useless right arm it would have been a 
struggle to carry out all the tasks involved in 
keeping a single seater competitive. 

Whilst at Combe fellow BMC member 
Charles Alexander popped over to introduce 
himself and to have a chat. He said that my 
monthly moans about our "beloved" Council 
made very interesting reading, but added that 
his wife either works for or is on the Bristol 
City Council. Oops! Luckily he said that his 
wife agreed with most of my observations. 
What a relief, because I know I do rabbit on a 
bit about some of the council’s decisions 
(who, me?) but the last thing I want to do is 
upset a fellow member’s spouse. 

Talking about upsetting fellow 
members, Chris Bigwood (blimey that guy 
wears his age well) popped over to see how 
things were going. Chris said he found my 
article on my golfing trips good reading and 
added that he is a keen and regular golfer. 
Somewhere in the conversation Chris asked 
me my opinion on several courses Bristol and 
Clifton included and I added that I thought 
that the Bristol and Clifton was a bit over-
rated. It wasn’t until later in our chat that I 
found out that Chris is a member of Bristol 
and Clifton - another goof on my part! Sorry 
if I upset your golfing world Chris. 

Also popping in for a chat were The 
Brothers Grim; Julian and Nick Rainbow. 
Nick took advantage of a spare seat whilst 
chatting which normally includes more than a 
tad of p..s taking. Must remember to get a 
stronger seat in case he visits our pit area 
again... 

I must say that I don’t know what the 
attraction is but we do seem to attract a lot 
of visitors to our pit area, which is great and 
much appreciated, so a big thank you to all 
you guys who took the time to come over 
and have a chat. 

So there you have it, our season has 
now come to a premature end as the BSC 
double header at Lydden Hill has been 
cancelled, so it’s back into the garage with 
the Pilbeam until Kev decides what to do. If 
he decides to keep it then we will do a 
winter thorough and complete check over. If 
he decides to sell then its a wash and brush 
up. I’ll keep you up to speed with 
developments. 

Well, it seems that Kev has decided to 
keep the car for another season as he said 
when its running well its a great car to drive 
although he would like a 700bhp V8 Judd 
lump stuck in the back … oh no! So that’s it 
for another year, so we will do a complete 
and thorough check over on the car and then 
its all systems go for next year. Watch this 
space... 

 

Cheers, Mel 
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B y the mid 1930s the Club had plenty of 
experience of organising both 

motorcycle and car road trials. In 1935 Roy 
Fedden, chief of the Bristol Aeroplane 
Company’s Engine Department at Patchway, 
presented the Club with a trophy for what 
was to quickly become recognised as one of 
the classic short-distance car trials of the pre-
war period. 

The first Roy Fedden Trophy Trial, on 
Saturday 2nd November 1935, was however 
a fairly modest event, with just twenty cars 
starting a route in Somerset which featured 
some hills familiar to the Allens of more 
recent years. Extremely bad weather caused 
two hills to be cut out as unclimbable, leaving 
Elwell, Chicken Run, Burledge and Uplands, 
with a stop and restart and a special test to 
help decide the results. Uplands provided the 
greatest challenge, stopping all but eventual 
winner BMH Winslett, and J Waller, both in 
MGs. Fedden runner-up was CC Evans, while 
other trophy winners in an MG dominated 
awards list were JES Jones, Austen May and 
Eddie Goodenough. 

The following year the event was 
moved to new territory north of Bristol with 
a 33 mile route including four sections new 
to trialling. Start and finish were at the Prince 
of Wales Hotel at Berkeley Road on the A38 
Bristol to Gloucester road. Forty-seven 
entries were received, with 43 starting – one 
of the non-starters was Mrs Aileen Moss 
(Stirling’s mother) whose Marandez caught 

fire and burned out on the way to the event. 
While the trial, on 24th November, ran in 
bright sunshine, heavy rain beforehand had 
left the first section “Tramps Paradise” a 
quagmire and, after the first eight cars got 
nowhere, it was abandoned. Another section, 
Weighbridge, had been blocked by an earth 
fall and was omitted, leaving just four 
observed hills: Hodgecombe Farm, where 
25% failed, many having to be towed to the 
top by a cart horse; Nailsworth Ladder; Old 
Hollow and, finally, Middle Drag near 
Dursley. Here, quite a large crowd gathered 
to watch the fun, and just ten runners made it 
to the top. Winner of the 1936 Fedden was 
RA Macdermid (1408cc MG), and runner-up 
was JES Jones’ MG. Other trophy winners 
were Bert Hadley (Austin 7) and Philip 
Flower (paralysed from the waist down since 
childhood, Flower’s MG was fitted with hand 
controls), CC Evans and ARB Round (also in 
MGs), while the MG CC South-West Centre 
took the team prize. 

By 1937 the Fedden was becoming 
well established and received a 57-strong 
entry (49 started) including the “Cream 
Cracker” and “Musketeer” MG teams, two 
teams from SUNBAC, and one each from the 
North West London and Ford Enthusiasts 
clubs. Start and finish were at Berkeley Road 
as before, but this year there was a 45-mile 
route, with seven observed hills within ten 
miles of the start, three being new ones 
(Narkover, near Leonard Stanley, Cow 

The First Feddens: 1935-1938 

Upcoming Club Nights 
 

6th September 
4th October 

Motorsport Quiz Night - Matt and Chris host their inaugural event. 
1st November 

Classic Trials Evening - learn more about this friendliest of disciplines. 
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Kilcott and Tor Hill, near Wotton), along 
with Hodgecombe, Nailsworth Ladder, 
Horsley and Old Hollow. For once the 
weather, on 13th November, was fine and 
dry and the event ran in glorious sunshine, 
competitors having a relatively easy time. 
That is until they reached the stop and 
restart test at Old Hollow, which proved to 
be a real sting in the tail, as Autocar 
graphically reported: “It was a sad tale. 
Wheelspin caused failure after failure. The 
competitors who were waiting just round the 
corner at the bottom of the hill, must have 
shivered in their shoes as they listened to the 
screaming engines and howling tyres above 
them. Smoke from burning tyres mingled with 
the steam from boiling engines as car after 
car tried in vain.” Thirty-five failed, but among 
those going clear were overall winner CD 
Buckley (747cc s/c Austin) and runner-up 
Philip Flower in his hand-controlled MG. 
Others to gain trophies were Ken Hutchison 
(3.6 litre Ford V8) and WJ Green, CC Evans, 
RA Macdermid and Ken Delingpole, all in 
MGs. The Bristol team of Macdermid, Flower 
and JES Jones (MG) took the team award. 

The final pre-war Fedden, on 12th 
November 1938, was once more based at 
Berkeley Road, but again the Cotswolds 
route was varied, taking in Tin Pan Alley, Old 
Hollow, Hodgecombe (where 18 of the 40 
starters failed), Narkover (very narrow and 
long, with lots of leafy mud, where all but 
seven failed), Nailsworth Ladder, and 
Stancombe, although police intervention 
ruled out a special test at Ferriscourt. At 
Narkover NV Terry’s Ford Special broke a 
drop arm and was stuck broadside across the 
section for about an hour. The resulting delay 
left most competitors tackling the final 
section, Juniper, north of Stroud, and perhaps 
the toughest of all Cotswolds hills, in the 
dark, just eleven going clear. Guy Warburton 
(Allard) won the Fedden Trophy with Leslie 
Johnson (Frazer Nash BMW) runner-up, 
while other major trophies went to MH 
Lawson (HRG) and AH Langley (Austin), and 
the MG “Musketeers” won the team prize. 

 

Pete Stowe 

2011 Fantasy F1: Hungary 
Name Driver 1 Driver 2 Chassis Engine Points 

Matthew Norris Sergio Perez Narain Karthikeyan Red Bull Mercedes 994 

Matt Nichols Sergio Perez Narain Karthikeyan Red Bull Mercedes 994 

Marcus Rainbow Lewis Hamilton Paul di Resta McLaren HRT 824 

Keith Attwood Lewis Hamilton Narain Karthikeyan McLaren Virgin 818 

Andy Laurence Timo Glock Jerome D'Ambrosio McLaren Renault 668 

Ali Perry Fernando Alonso Adrian Sutil Renault HRT 405 

Dave Greenslade Fernando Alonso Timo Glock Virgin Renault 380 

Julian Rainbow Lewis Hamilton Adrian Sutil Williams Lotus 347 

Chris Dymock Lewis Hamilton Heikki Kovalainen Williams Toro Rosso 334 

Adrian Taylor Jenson Button Paul di Resta Williams Lotus 290 
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August 

October 

What’s On? 

August 29 Top Marques Sportscar Raceday www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk 

October 1 Classic Sports Cars www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk 

October 2 Dyrham Park Bristol Motor Club 

October 4 Club Night Bristol Motor Club 

October 1 Curborough Sprint www.bristolmc.org.uk 

October 9 Curborough Sprint www.hillclimbandsprint.co.uk 

October 15 Pegasus Sprint www.bristolpegasus.com 

October 22 Stroke Association AutoSolo Bristol Motor Club 

October 23 Autumn AutoSolo www.oxfordmotorclub.co.uk 

October 28 BMC NavScatter Bristol Motor Club 

October 8 Audi International www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk 

October 29 Fat Albert Stages www.tavernmotorclub.co.uk 

September 

September 3-4 5 Clubs Wiscombe Hillclimb Bristol Motor Club 

September 6 Club Night Bristol Motor Club 

September 10 MGCC Wiscombe Hillclimb www.bristolmc.org.uk 

September 11 Great Western Italian Day www.italianautomotoclub.co.uk 

September 17 Rally Day www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk 

September 18 Chivenor Sprint www.ndmc.org.uk 

September 18 Ross AutoSolo www.rossmotorsports.co.uk 

September 17-18 HSA Speed Championship www.shelsley-walsh.co.uk 

It may be autumn, but it’s a busy time.  The 5 Clubs Hillclimb at Wiscombe Park is a fabulous 
event and only 90 minutes from Bristol.  We’re celebrating our centenary again at Dyrham 
Park at the start of October and doing our bit for charity by running an AutoSolo for the 
Stroke Association alongside their regular event where people can get rides on track. 
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S omeone recently asked what difference 
shift time makes to a lap time.  The 

answer often quoted is the difference in time 
between the two shifts, for example 6 shifts a 
lap dropping from 150ms to 100ms saves 6x 
50ms or 300ms (0.3s) per lap.  That just 
doesn’t fly - it’s based on flawed 
assumptions.  So how much difference does it 
really make?  I set out to find the answer. 

The first thing I need is some data.  I 
found some data from a car from 3000rpm to 
13350rpm showing RPM and longitudinal 
acceleration in first gear with ratios for each 
gear and the top speed in first gear.  Plumbing 
this data into a spreadsheet, I worked out the 
longitudinal acceleration and speed at each 
RPM in each gear, simply by multiplying by 
the gear ratios.  This doesn’t give me much 
information – what I want to know is just 

how much time I’ll save, so I decided to look 
at the time saved off the start line at Combe 
up to the braking point for Quarry, which is a 
flat out acceleration zone of about 490 
metres. 

The data was at sufficiently high 
resolution (20Hz) that it’s appropriate to use 
the equations of motion for constant 
acceleration.  I know acceleration (in G), 
starting speed (in MPH) and finishing speed 
(in MPH) for each interval, so I can calculate 
time and distance for each sample point.  I 
started by assuming that from 0mph to the 
first sample would be at a rate of 0.5G, 
limited by the grip of the tyres.  That’s the 
first line of my spreadsheet sorted!  I pasted 
in the first gear data (speed, longitudinal G & 
RPM), followed by the second gear data from 
the same speed up to the red line and so on 
until I reached the end of sixth gear 
(140.9mph). 

I added two extra columns to derive 
distance travelled (cumulative) and time taken 
(cumulative) to get to this point.  I then went 
back and added in an extra line between each 
gear shift using the shift time variable.  At this 
point, I was able to play with the shift times 
and determine how long it’d take to get to 
Quarry at the Dick Mayo Sprint based on 
different gearbox types.  I chose 0.3 seconds 
for an H-pattern ‘box, 0.14s for a sequential 
‘box and 0.07s for a sequential ‘box with a 
flat-shifter.  This gave times of 15.90, 15.77 
and 15.70 seconds, respectively.  So a change 
from an H-pattern ‘box to a sequential ‘box 
with a flat-shifter is worth two tenths in the 
first straight alone.  A flat-shifter is worth just 
7 hundredths over a manual sequential 
change. 

How is it that this time differs from 
the shift time?  Quite simply, time continues 
and the car continues moving between the 
shifts.  The only thing that ceases between 

Technogeek 
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gear shifts is the acceleration, so a faster shift 
is giving less time coasting, which means 
more time accelerating, which is borne out in 
the top speed achieved (121mph, 123mph 
and 125mph in fifth gear).  What this doesn’t 
take into account is the slowing in 
acceleration due to aerodynamics, so there’s 
another pinch of salt to go with the other 
calculations. 

Given that my chain tensioner failed at 
the Wessex Sprint this month, requiring a re-
think of my chain drive and an opportunity to 
change ratios, it got me thinking that this 
sample car wouldn’t get into top gear at the 
fastest point on the track.  How much faster 
would it be if it used all the revs in all the 
gears before Quarry?  Would it be faster, 
given the extra gear change?  So I added a 
few columns and decided it had an 18 tooth 
rear sprocket on a chain drive and that I’d 
change the rear sprocket to alter ratios 
optimally. 

Changing to a 19 tooth rear sprocket 
brought the top speed down from 140.9mph 
to 133.5mph and, crucially, put it on the 

limiter in fifth gear at Quarry with the 
sequential ‘box.  The time tumbled to just 
15.52 seconds, saving 0.25 over the previous 
ratio. 

Another tooth at the rear brought the 
top speed down to 126mph and the time 
with the sequential ‘box to 15.32 
seconds.  That’s 0.45 seconds quicker than 
the 18 tooth sprocket.  A 21 tooth sprocket 
brought the top speed down to 120mph and 
the car ran out of revs 40 metres before 
Quarry.  For this car, it appears that a flat-
shifter and a new rear sprocket with two 
extra teeth would be worth 0.54 seconds in 
the first 490 metres.  With a further 4 
straights in the Dick Mayo Sprint, that could 
be worth over a second at the final timing 
beam. 

Clearly, ratios are very important and 
optimizing for each track can get significant 
gains.  I don’t know about you, but I’m going 
to be looking carefully at my ratios in future... 

 

Andy Laurence 
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T he King is dead. Long live the King! King ‘Wessex’ in this case as sadly after 
Colerne passed away last year and without a 
resurrection in sight for the foreseeable 
future Castle Combe will now wear the 
crown. Fair play to Bristol Pegasus though in 
trying out a new format on familiar territory, 
and although entering and exiting the course 
from the same point (pit lane exit) is not an 
obvious choice, it actually worked very well. 
Assisted in no small part by the experienced 
team of marshals from both Bristol and 
Bristol Pegasus motor clubs who coordinated 
the ‘four cars out and four cars back’ routine 
calmly and professionally all day long. 

The rain also stayed away and weather 
improved throughout the day and so time 
now to reveal how the BMC contingent 
faired around a lap of Wiltshire’s finest that 
included the circuit’s fast and furious Camp 
corner. During the afternoon I took some 

time out to watch a few of our competitors 
navigate this unnerving bend, with its late 
apex and unsettling hump that tends to send 
cars into sudden and scary oversteer 
moments. The first, Brendon Jones, has it 
covered to some extent with full on 
oversteer moments pretty much the whole 
way round. As soon as the blown Escort 
turns-in its tail is out and that is pretty much 
where it stays for the whole of Camp, hump 
or no hump. Brendon did comment 
afterwards that he didn’t fully appreciate how 
it only adds to the drama though. Equally 
impressive was Matthew Bennett in his 
Boxster 3.2S. This time the car gets turned-in 
on a slight lift and dutifully the tails starts to 
break away until, at around the apex and 
associated hump, power is gradually reapplied 
to check the rear of the car and exit far left 
in a very well judged drift, once again fantastic 
stuff.  Well done both and they say sprints 

Wessex Sprint 

Simon Mayo, 1st Class B2 
Photo: www.sbkmotorsport.com 
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DRIVER CAR T1 T2 BEST POS 

Class  A2:Road going Series Production Cars over 1400cc up to 1800cc  

Hugh Trotman Lotus Elise 87.2 86.86 86.86 1 

Class A4:Road going Series Production Cars over 2600cc    

Matt Nichols Renault Megane 250RS(FI) 84.5 85.5 84.48 3 

Matthew Bennett Porsche Boxster 85.5 87.7 85.48 6 

Trevor McMaster TVR Chimaera 87.5 86.02 86.02 7 

Adrian Jones Subaru Impreza Type RA (FI) 86.3 86.18 86.18 8 

Class B2:Road going Specialist Production Cars. 

Car engines over 1400cc up to 1800cc & M/C engines over 875cc up to 1125cc  

Simon Mayo Westfield SE  84 90.67 84 1 

Charles Alexander Quantum Coupe Did not Start   

Class B3:Road going Specialist Production Cars.Car engines over 1800cc & M/c 

engines over 1125cc  
Steve Broughton Lotus Exige S240(FI) 87.1 84.02 84.02 3 

Chris Buckley Dax Rush (FI) 97.2 92.35 92.35 5 

Class C2:Modified Limited Production Cars over 1400cc upto 1800cc  

Daniel Williams Mazda MX-5 90.3 105.5 90.31 3 

Chris Vinall BMW Mini Cooper S (FI) 86.6 87.28 86.56 2 

Class C4:Modified Limited Production Cars over 2600cc    

Brendon Jones Ford Escort 84.5 84.58 84.46 3 

Mark Hockings Audi S4 (FI) 90.3 87.8 87.8 4 

Class C6: Modified Specialist Production Cars. Car engines over 1800cc & M/C 

engines over 1125cc 
David Rae Westfield Sei 81 Fail 80.98 1 

Class D1:Sports Libre Cars up to 1800cc     

Andy Laurence ADR Sport 2 Did not Start   

Class D2:Sports Libre Cars over 1800cc     

Colin Early Darrian T9 78.8 78.54 78.54 1 

Carole Torkington Darrian T9 88 88.12 88.01 2 

Class E1:Racing Cars up to 1100cc     

Dean Robertson 'Dick' Terrapin  78.3 77.29 77.29 3 

Class E2: Racing Cars over 1100cc up to 1600cc     

Simon Clemow Force PT  72.7 73.19 72.71 1 

Martin Clemow Force PT  82.7 81.15 81.15 2 

Class E3:Racing Cars over 1600cc up to 2000cc     

Kevin Lealan Pilbeam MP 62 71 68.68 68.68 FTD 

Bob Adams Royale RP 30 76.6 77.87 76.62 1 

Anne Adams Royale RP 30 87.5 87.27 87.27 2 

Class C3:Modified Limited Production Cars over 1800cc up to 2600cc  

Results 
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are boring to watch.  
In the road going series production 

classes Hugh Trotman led Class A2 all day 
long in his trusty Elise setting four extremely 
consistent times in the process. If they were 
plotted onto a wall you could probably 
calibrate your spirit level by them. Whilst in 
A4 Matthew Bennett (Porsche Boxster), 
Adrian Jones (Impreza RA), Trevor McMaster 
(TVR Chimera) and myself (Megane 250RS) 
did battle once again with BPMC and others 
to finish the day in our now trademark tight 

formation. The fact one second equated to 
three places (3rd – 6th), gives you some idea. 

Within the road going specialist 
classes Charles Alexander had to make a 
swift exit after his Quantum suffered a first 
practice failure in B2, to leave Simon Mayo 
(Westfield SE) to take the class win. In B3 
Chris Buckley had one of the most eventful 
days you can have in this his very first sprint 
event, driving a very recently acquired Dax 
Rush powered by a 1300cc Hayabusa turbo 
charged engine producing an incredible 
380bhp. Every stage of the day was like a 
chapter in a new fast moving book, from 
passing scrutineering and noise test to finally 
completing a run without incident. Fair play 
to him for sticking with it and if anyone 
would like to discuss the pro’s and con’s of 
convoy runs then talk to Chris who I’m sure 
will share his views after competing in this 
event with zero knowledge of the course. 
Also in B3, Steve Broughton (Lotus Exige) 
powered home to a 3rd place finish following 
a move, forced or otherwise, from A3. 

The modified limited production car 
classes saw Daniel Williams bring his Mazda 
MX5 home a very credible 3rd in class C2. 
Whilst in C3 Chris Vinall piloted a stunning 
BMW Mini Cooper S into 2nd place. Up one 
class in C4 Brendon ‘Sideways’ Jones 
(RS2000) and Mark Hockings (Audi S4) came 
home 3rd and 4th, with David Rae (Westfield 
SEI) putting in a strong performance in C6 
despite finding himself all alone in the class. 

Sports Libre witnessed Andy Laurence 
(ADR Sport 2) suffer a DNS after a chain 
tensioner failure ended his day in dramatic 
style during second practice. Andy was lucky 
to avoid any damage to the car. He did 
however leave on a slight positive note in 
being introduced to fellow competitor and 
retired Aerospace engineer Brian Davage 
who came highly recommended and plans to 
make an improved replacement item at 
reasonable cost. Always handy to know an 
engineer with a workshop and some spare 
time when you’re running bespoke 

Driving Mirror on iTunes 

Can’t wait for the next issue of 
Driving Mirror?  You can get it a 

week early by downloading it to your 
phone, tablet PC or computer 

through iTunes or from the Bristol 
Motor Club Podcast: 

 

http://bristolmc.podbean.com 

Simon Clemow, 1st Class E2 
Photo: www.sbkmotorsport.com 
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machinery. In D2 Colin Early (Darrian T9) 
secured a class win, with Carole Torkington 
in second, sharing a drive in the same car. 

In the racing car classes Dean 
Robertson ('Dick' Terrapin) held up 3rd place 
in E1 whilst Simon and Martin Clemow 
(Force PT) were the sole occupants of E2, 
Simon finishing the day in front. Which leads 
me onto E3, and with a drum roll playing in 
the background, it gives me great pleasure to 
announce FTD was secured by Kevin Lealan 
in the family Pilbeam MP62, success at last. 
With Bob and Anne Adams (Royale RP30) 
rounding off this inaugural Wessex Sprint at 
Castle Combe first and second in the class. 

Great event and nice to see BMC 
members involved as drivers and marshals as 
well as being on hand to provide any support 
they can. My only bleat relates to the lack of 
awards for class winners in classes with less 
than 3 starters. I’m sorry but that’s just not 
right, penalising someone because others 

don’t show up, unless of course we really 
want to kill sprints off altogether. There is 
still time for BPMC to make amends as 
they’re not due to be sent out until the end 
of the year.  

 

Matt Nichols 

Colin Early, 1st Class D2 
Photo: www.sbkmotorsport.com 
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W hat’s in a name? I’ve only recently 
found out that Lynnette calls her Mini 

Metro – sorry, Rover 100 - ‘Little Mule’, 
presumably because it’s not exactly what you 
would call aesthetically pleasing, is somewhat 
shabby and has certainly had more than a few 
obstinate moments when it’s been required 
to do anything. Yet, it always seems to get 
the job done, can carry a surprising load far 
out of proportion to its physical size and for 
some reason she loves the bloody thing, in 
that ‘rooting for the underdog’ sort of way 
the British seem to have. Personally, I still call 
the thing a festering heap of ferrous dung 
built by arsy communists!  

We had ‘Little Mule’ booked in for its 
MOT during my recent week off work and I 
thought we had best check it over before 
dropping it in to the garage. After checking all 
the lights, washers, wipers, etc., the only 
outstanding items were the almost non-
existent handbrake and an advisory from the 
previous year regarding a weld patch by the 
drivers seatbelt lower anchor point, which 
we would leave to the garage to fix, and that 
we needed to fit two new door mirrors to 
replace the missing originals, which were 
presumably removed by the local scrote 
populace in a drunken moment of Kung-Fu 
bravado! 

I tracked down two brand new 
mirrors online using one of those sites that 
connect to multiple used parts specialists (or 
scrap yards, as they used to be called in my 
younger days…) and paid just £15 each plus 
delivery – bit of a bargain, I think. 

It only took about ten minutes a side 
to fit them and we dropped the car off the 
following morning with the usual banter with 
the lads at the garage about the proper 
treatment of such a design classic – transpires 
they aren’t legally allowed to use plastic 
explosives; one can but hope… 

Later that morning, Lynnette and I 
were wandering around Ikea (I really, really 
hate that place – it’s where men have to leave 
their testicles in some anonymous people 
carrier in the car park and then have to 
spend hours trailing their ‘significant other’ 
whilst having to pay far too much attention to 
cushions, soft furnishings and various kitchen 
utensils, all of which have been given the 
most ludicrous names ever invented. And 
what the hell is all the interest in ‘scented 
candles’?) Anyway, we were trolling through 
the lighting department when the garage 
phoned with the bad news. Now, when it 
comes to MOTs there are failures, impressive 
failures and ‘oh my God’ catastrophic failures. 
We had the latter, and then some! 

The handbrake adjustment turned out 
to be a total failure of the rear braking 
system, which required a full rebuild but, 
more worryingly, preparation for the small 
patch of welding had revealed rampant 
corrosion, to the extent that the floor pans 
could be deflected by hand as they were no 
longer connected to the local structural cross 
member and over eighteen inches of inner sill 
needed replacing. Whoops!  

A quick mental check of the finances 
suggested we couldn’t afford to replace ‘Little 
Mule’ so we gave the go ahead for the repairs 
even though the anticipated costs were about 
the same as the market value; ‘better the 
Devil you know etc…’ Still, all sorted, the 
final bill was, thankfully, a significant amount 
less than originally estimated and, fingers 
crossed, it’s good for another year, hmm… 

This month’s first Tuesday gathering 
turned out to be a bit of an enjoyable 
adventure thanks to Matt. As Matt lives 
outside of Bristol, our usual arrangements for 
club night are for him to collect me about 
7.00ish, go and get some scoff somewhere 
(Cabot Circus has a large number of decent 

Drive By               Chris Dymock 
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eateries that we are steadily working our way 
through) and then on to Colston school for a 
couple of beers and a catch up with the boys. 

As 7.45 rapidly approached and I was 
thinking about phoning Matt to see if he was 
still popping in or, had maybe broken down 
(the chap does drive a Renault, after all!), the 
local peace was shattered as automotive 
thunder arrived outside! Stepping out of my 
house and there’s Matt parking a very lovely, 
and very loud, Austin Healey 3000. Sort of! 
Turns out the car is actually an HMC, which 
is a very accurate Healey replica running a 
3.9litre Rover V8 lump and five speed 
gearbag. Mmm… 

Matt has an arrangement with a classic 
car hire company, which entails him 
borrowing one of their cars for a day and 
writing a report on it as advertising for their 
website – jammy bas***d! This month’s treat 
was the HMC and, after grabbing my camera 
as Matt wanted some pictures to go with his 
write up, we made our way to the Clifton 
Suspension Bridge in order to get some 
photos with Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s 
iconic masterpiece in the background. After 
doing a fair impression of David Bailey for half 
an hour, we then picked up some fish and 
chips in Clifton Village and washed them 
down at the club meeting with a couple of 
pints of best bitter. Driving around Bristol in 
an open top ‘classic’ sports car was brilliant 
fun and brought a lot of positive attention 
from passers by and other road users, 
although two blokes in their forties running 
around in an old sports car might have 
looked a bit, uhm, well, you know, sort of 
‘Brokeback Mountain’, hmm – moving swiftly 
on… 

Now, time for a cautionary tale and 
pay attention dear reader because this could 
happen to you! 

It. No, let`s make sure I get this 
accurate: IT. Why we all use the 
nomenclature rather than the proper name - 
Information Technology - I’ll never know? 
The wonderful world of electronic 

communication which allows us to converse 
with people the other side of the planet at 
very little cost and transmit vast amounts of 
data, drawings, photos, etc. in a matter of 
seconds, also allows us access to a fascinating 
world of buying and selling opportunity which 
would have been unthinkable just a decade 
ago. Mind you, the whole thing’s up its own 
chuff. My telly doesn’t feel the need to blare 
out a fanfare every time it’s switched on! 

Anyhow, returning home suitably 
fuelled up after a particularly good night out, 
in my slightly fuggy thinking, I thought it might 
be fun to log onto eBay and check out what’s 
on offer in the world of automotive bargains.   

I worked my way through the usual 
forest of tat and crap, advertised with grossly 
over optimistic reserve values and with 
details written in various permutations of the 
English language, and was just about to call it 
a night and relieve the rapidly increasing 
urgency to dispose of what felt like several of 
my earlier pints of ‘Old Scruttock’ when I 
spotted an advert which I was sure was one 
of the late night bargains that I’ve always 
thought were just urban myth! 

PR/Press Officer Wanted 

We’re still after a PR/Press Officer.  
We need someone who can help 
publicise our events and come up 
with great ways of getting the name 
of Bristol Motor Club out there. 

 
If you think you can help, get in touch 
with a member of the committee 

(phone numbers on the inside front 
cover and email on the back cover) 

The deadline for submissions for the 
next issue of Driving Mirror is  
23rd September 2011 
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“Off road vehicle, unwanted prize, less 
than a year old, perfect as new condition, 
only used once, full warranty, all extras…” 
read the advert, which also benefited from a 
UK contact number and a reserve of just 
fifteen hundred quid! I checked the current 
bids, which topped out at only a few hundred 
pounds more than the stated reserve and 
with only a few minutes bidding time to go! 
By now, desperation to get to the loo was 
adding concern to not losing this God given 
opportunity for a bargain and I quickly 
entered a bid of three thousand pounds. In 
the bathroom my mind was racing as I 
worked my alcohol befuddled brain through 
the maths of potentially winning a nearly new 
car for just three grand! I couldn’t remember 
reading what make it was but, whatever it 
turned out to be, I was sure there would be 
thousands of pounds profit to be made selling 
it should I win, although, I realised this was an 

outside chance as these things tend to reach 
maximum bid value in the last minute – still, 
you never know? Returning to my computer 
and, good grief, I’ve won! It’s mine. Wey hey!  

Turns out, three grand is actually 
bloody expensive for a canoe… 

And don’t think for a moment that 
being ambushed by your IT system is 
something that can only happen if you’re a bit 
beered up, oh no, you also have to be utterly 
on the ball regarding what websites you’ve 
been using regularly. 

A couple of weeks after taking delivery 
of a brand new canoe with paddles, life 
jackets and so forth, I was rushing to get out 
of my office to attend a meeting I was already 
late for when the infernal IT machine let forth 
a baleful ping, indicating receipt of a fresh 
email. I now realise (being somewhat of a 
genius in hindsight…) that I should have 
ignored it and left for the meeting but, 
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instead, I quickly opened the email, which had 
come from Aston Martin no less! I get the 
odd message from them occasionally as I 
signed up a while ago to receive the latest 
Aston martin news by email. 

“Last few remaining, offer never to be 
repeated, latest model about to be released, 
customer colour and interior choice, three 
year warranty, buy now for just thirty 
thousand pounds, non refundable full value 
deposit required within seven days after 
clicking the order box which will constitute a 
binding legal contract…” A brand new Aston 
for just thirty grand! You can’t even get a 
decent, newish one second hand for that 
price! Instant decision, no time to read the 
details so just go for it and I’ll re-mortgage 
the house to pay for it because even a base 
Vantage V8 is normally around ninety grand – 
what an opportunity for making a killing!  

I spent the rest of the afternoon 
wondering which model it would be; a 
revised Vantage V8 or, perhaps, a run out 
edition of the DB9? Would metallic slate grey 
be a better choice than default James Bond 
silver? The meeting seemed to drag on 
forever but, by the time I was making my way 
home, I had planned every detail of my 

perfect Aston Martin, made possible because 
that most forward thinking of car 
manufacturers had decided to reward it’s 
most ardent fans with the chance of a 
lifetime! 

A quick check of my emails when I get 
home and, there it is: my order confirmation 
from Aston Martin and…what the f**k is an 
Aston Martin Cygnet? Surely they’ve made an 
error when they talk about a 1.3litre engine 
and a CVT gearbox? Oh crap, not again… 

So, what’s in a name? Well, if your 
name happens to be Gok Wan, a great deal 
actually! At high school, your peer group are 
definitely going to play ‘anagram your name’ 
and discover that moving the last letter of 
your first name to the same position on your 
last name means you end up with daily 
lunchtime beatings. No wonder the bloke has 
a rather keen interest in ladies clothing: I 
would dress in ladies clothing every school 
day as a disguise to avoid getting a pasting! 
Parents to be, wondering about names for 
your unborn? Think it through; you could 
potentially scar your child for life! 

 

Chris Dymock 

See The World’s Fastest Car! 
1000mph is the target and you can see the car and meet the team. 

   
Our visit will encompass a technical 

presentation of the project to date, meet the 
team, a workshop visit, and a simulator drive 

(BMC record: 1033 mph, Matt Nichols). 
  

£30 per head, including membership of the 
Bloodhound SSC 1K Supporters Club for the 
length of the project and a chance to win a 
trip to see the car run in South Africa. 

  
Date: Weekend in September, exact date TBC. 

Contact Chris Dymock on 0117 939 4265 (evenings) or estimating@intoheat.co.uk 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Pete Hart peter.j.hart@btinternet.com 

Paul Hemmings paul@phemmings.freeserve.co.uk 

Glyn Hopkins hopkinsgm@hotmail.com 

Richard Marsh r_marshy22@yahoo.co.uk 

Paul Parker britishsprint@paulparker.f9.co.uk 

Mark Benstock benstock.mark@yahoo.co.uk 

Nick Rainbow nick-rainbow@freeola.com 

Phil Rumney philrumney194@btinternet.com 

Tony Streeting tonystreeting@talktalk.net 

Mark Tooth mark.tooth@tiscali.co.uk 

Allen Harris allen@harris-bristol.com 

Andy Laurence andy@andylaurence.co.uk 

Dave Greenslade dave.greenslade@o2.co.uk 


