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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the show

L'chvod R' Dovid Lichtenstein,

| have recently begun listening to your podcasts, on your phone line, and find them very
interesting. Thank you for your, what must be, significant efforts in presenting these issues in

an entertaining manner

Yitzchok Grossbard

BS'D
Dear Rabbhi Lichtenstien,

There is a quite well known quote of Chazal: "™ xanny xnannna xan" (that's the Girsa of
the Ayin Yaakov on Berachos 63a [the Mesoras Hashas qoutes it].) | was last week at a 19
Kislev Farbrengen and there it was discussed with a Chassidic standpoint, how come a thief
can daven if he tramples on the Torah and it is possible as the Tanya also discusses this

point that is, now nIN 12 0101 DX X7X XVIN DTN |'N.

As you see that even a thief can still serve Hashem, he just can’t withstand his Nisyonos.
Especially in our days you can just do a few clicks on the computer or a few signatures on
paper and voila you committed some terrible fraud or scandals. No | am not ever justifying
these acts | am trying to point out that the Gemara talks about a thief that is breaking in to
someone, and that someone is even permitted to kill him. And even though he still is a

believer in Hashem.

And the point you are saying that Bein Adam L’chaveroi doesn’t help Teshuvah, there is a

concept of o'awn mpn the gate of Teshuvah is never closed to anyone.

| will express another point with an example that was mentioned this week on the show. The
story about two Frum people where one is testifying against the other about a financial crime,
where you called them both "dressed up in an orthodox Jewish costume”. So my point is, the
person who committed the crime he did violate Jewish law but he didn't create an
actual Chillul Hashem yes in the aftermath there is a Chillul Hashem and you would want to



call him a Mazik. (I don't know what this particular story is, | am just trying to explain the
point). The media or whoever makes a steak out of it and blows it up with headlines like
this: An orthodox Jew steals! etc. However the other guy who testifies against another Jew,
by this specific action he is committing a disastrous act and a terrible Chillul Hashem and he

may be called an orthodox Jew with a costume.

Everyone agrees that every action a Frum Jew does can get scrutinized and if there is some
hoc to it, it can become a great meal for the media. (So maybe no Alyia should be given for
someone who goes to any protest that is controversial, each side will be saying that he is
doing a Chillul Hashem and he is damaging the community's reputation). Let's say a Frum
Jew loses his temper a bit on for an example a flight attendant, should he have to sit for the
rest of his life covered up with his Tallis on the last bench of Shul? Well the media made a
story out of it even though this is a daily occurrence throughout the world, and he can actually
create terrible damage and maybe one would call him a Mazik. | am not saying that these
actions are not a Chillul Hashem but there has to be a differentiation what the media does
and what the actual action was. A Mensch is a Mensch and it is very possible a Mensch can

make some slight wrong turns

Of course every Frum Jew should know that he has a tremendous Achrayus on

himself/herself and one small wrong or even right! turn can become front pages.

And about why the Rabbonim do not do anything to stop these people for being honored, |
am not here to answer Rabbonim | accept what they do. But there are so many stories
where Tzadikim never said anything bad to any Jew whatsoever. And historically speaking
there so many rude community presidents over the generations that controlled Kehillos and
where they terrorized everyone in the community. There is a concept of n'7x 72 where you
should just leave everything. And there is the concept of: ,unwan 12T ANI? DX 72V DIxNY DWdD

YNl 12'RY 12T i X7 0TX 7V aixn ).
With pleasure

Aaron Schweitzer



Shalom Reb Dovid,

Thank you very much for the show. | have a lot of Toeles from it and | am sure others do as

well.

Rabbi Cherlow put forward the idea that Torah is structured with a pyramid of values and the
basic moral values of not stealing/hurting others are most foundational and therefore there
should be less tolerance for transgression of these values then for transgression of tier 2
values of such as Chilul Shabbos ect... To substance this he quoted many Pesukim from
Tanach that Hashem does not accept our Korbanos b/c we are not acting justly ect,,,

Laniyus daati, | think it is true that the Torah has a pyramid of values but | think it is different

than the one he presents.

Our purpose is to be Mikadesh Shem Shamayim = to spread Yichud Hashem. And it follows
that the most stressed Issur in the Torah is Avodah Zarah which runs in most direct contrast
with this. Zechiras Yetzias Mitzrayim and Shabbos are also mentioned and stressed many
times because they are about proclaiming Hashem as the creator = Yichud Hashem. This is

our foundational value.

The value of not hurting others is foundational in a secular moral structure where the bottom
line of morality is social functioning. Social functioning is very important but it is not, Chas
VeShalom, the foundation of our values.

His Reayos that Hashem does not want our Tefillos when we steal only show that stealing is
Meakev our Tefillos, not that it is of more value. The 2 are very different. The reason it is
Meakev is probably because Bein Adam Lechaveiro Shters the Mitziyus of Klal Yisroel and
when there is no Klal Yisroel there is not vessel for Hashroas HaShechina.

Considering the above, perhaps it makes sense to push someone away when he steals in
way that became very public and tarnishes our image. But not because we take more
objection with stealing then we do with Chilul Shabbos. According to our value structure we

take more objection with Chilul Shabbos then we do with stealing.
Just to clarify, | am very against stealing :)
Bkavod haTorah,

Raphael Schondorf



Comments on Previous Show's
Show 194, 195- Vaccinations in Halacha

Hello, I listened to your show about the Vaccines... | did a lot of research on the topic... The
guestion you ask is very simple to answer- about isn’t it better for the Big Pharma to stand
back and let the people get sick and then make the $$$ to treat. Did you ever think of the
following- that the vaccines are like the sale item to get you into the store. Meaning they sell
the vaccines at a loss so that later they can get you on bigger things. The one thing that your
argument is relying on is that you seem to take everything that is being fed to you by CDC,
Medical Journals etc. as TRUTH! Meanwhile- the Medical community changes their finding
every day, what was recommended yesterday is no longer safe. Above all else, | spoke to
many medical professionals and they have no idea how these Vaccines work. Further there is

very very little studies done on vaccines safety.

Again, | am not saying vaccines are bad, but to dismiss arguments with bring in 9/11 is just
not good. Take all the info and let's get to the truth. and by the way, history- the medical
schools are run by big pharma they also have the strongest lobbyist in Washington and so
on. They are by now close to a TRILLION dollar industry. they won'’t give it up so easily.

You might have some standing on the MMR, but let’s look at the vaccines all together. There
is ZERO studies about long term effects of vaccines. Vaccines have a short life span- maybe
60 years- but in might be coincidence that in the last 60 years all other problems have been
on the rise... again we can’t say that it's the vaccines, but you seem to make fun of anyone

who is asking if there is a correlation.

SamY.



Selected audio from our listeners
Answers to the question
Answers to the question 1 click here
Answers to the question 2 click here
Answers to the question 3 click here

Answers to the question 4 click here
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Rabbi Charlow
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