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Dear Rabbi David Lichtenstein,

As a Hakdama to the Geshmaka riddle and to make the Kasha stronger, Tosfos on 93a
of Shabbos asks why is someone who carries a chai not chayiv from the din of zeh
yachol vezeh aino yachol chayiv. Here, the one being carried cannot carry himself
without the help of the carrier but the carrier does not need help and is therefore chayiv.
Tosfos explains that the petur of Chai Nosei es Atzmo is BECAUSE it is not a form of

melacha found in the Mishkan (since even the animals used were dead).

Accordingly, we can be mechalek that since the aron was nosei es nosav it is a case of
zeh yachol vizeh yachol and is therefore a completely different Din than chai nosei es
atzmo which is zeh yachol and zeh aino yachol.

However this will create a bigger issue. According to this, we should learn from the aron

that zeh yachol vizeh yachol is chayiv?

[although it is possible to be answer begrudgingly that the aron is really zeh aino yachol
vizeh aino yachol because it is impossible to carry the aron without a miracle (similar to
the doors to the beis hamikdash that were miraculously shut until Shlomo Hamelech



davened) and the aron also needs the person because it would not float without a
person "carrying" it.]

Additionally, my Rebbi, Rav Michal Shurkin, explains the from Rav Yosheh Ber
Solovietchik Z"L in Harrerei kedem, that there is a machlokes Tosfos and Rambam in
how to understand Chai Noseh Es Atzmo. Tosfos understands that although is is a form
of carrying it is not assur because it is not comparable to the Mishkan. The Rambam on
the other hand, understands that it is as if the carrier is not carrying anything at all

because the person is carrying himself.

Accordingly, even if we begrudgingly answer for Tosfos that the Aron is a case of Zeh
aino yachol ViZeh aino Yachol, it will still be shver according to the Rambam why he
doesn't learn from the Aron Hakodesh that carrying something that carries itself is

Hotzaah.

| Think that the answer to the Rambam and a better answer to Tosfos lies within better
understanding the Aron. A simple question, if the Aron carried itself why did people
need to pretend to carry it? The answer is a deep one. The Kohanim DID carry the aron,
but the WAY to carry the aron is to let is to carry you. In Drush, this symbolizes that
kinyan Torah comes as a gift from Hashem but as a result of our efforts to aquire Torah
(like Megilla 13a that although yegati umatzasi taamin but leukmi bigirsa is Tali on
Hashem). Therefore, unlike a person, the Aron is completely carried by the Kohen albeit
by letting the Aron carry him.

With gratitude to your show,
Ephraim Berger

Tosafos in Shabbos learns the reason carrying a live person/animal is 1109 is because
they didn't carry live objects in the pwnn noxn... therefore this would not apply by the

[INX which they did carry..

Samuel Obstfeld



Hi Reb Dovid

Firstly the da's zekeinim mibalei tosfos (shemos 35,11) holds that the oron only carried
its carriers at certain times in the yarden (and he asks a question, if so why was
uzah punished for catching the oron, and he leaves it as a question...) - although its a

gemara in sota 35a that it did carry its carriers always.

But see the chassam sofer on the gemara that says that there were 2 ornon's. one with
the luchos and one with the broken luchos, and only the one with the luchos carried its

carriers, and the gemara is talking about the one with the actual luchos inside it.

There is another way to explain the gemara based on chiddushei hagriz (hil. melochim

5:5), but too long to go into it now....

Very informative show this week, | really enjoyed it
kol tuv

shloimy berlin

Hi Reb Dovid, here is my answer. The aron bris Hashem is not comparable a live
person in any way, so therefore lifting the aron cannot be compared to lifting a live
person on Shabbos. The aron was unique in that it did not take up any space in kodesh
kodoshim, lifted its bearers, and in the time of Yehoshua was able to get all of klal
Yisrael between its poles before crossing the Yarden. Therefore, a chai cannot be

compared to the aron and keruvim in any way.
Thanks,

Yaakov Stroh



The difference between the Aron and a person can either be broken out into that the
Aron is superficial going by itself but a human is programmed by it.

In addition we see after Plishtim sent back to yidden in Shmuel it went on wagon
didn't fly itself so since it used a wagon that would make it no eligible like a human

Isaac Sprecher
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Hi it's Sruly modes, | would like to offer several possibilities in answer to this week's
riddle

1.The Chasam Sofer explains that only the 2nd Aron which contained the Luchos
Shineos carried itself, hotza is learned from the 1st aron which contained the broken

Luchos.

2. Some learn that although the Aron carried itself periodically, we learn hotza from the
fact that it general had to be carried.

3. The Sfas Emes understands that even if the actual act of carrying the aron itself didn't
necessary constitute a Melecha, by virtue of the fact the torah called this act a "avoda",

we learn from here that a regular hotza (on a stationary item) is a Melacha on Shabbos.

4. Even without the above chidush, Melachos aren't learned from the events that
actually accord, rather from the acts they were commanded to do. Even according to
those that say it always carried itself, it's still in essence a stationary object that needed

carriers, therefore the commandment was to carry it, although when they actually came



down to carrying it a miracle then accord and it carried itself, nevertheless the fact
remains that the essence of the commandment was to carry it.

5. Many understand the exemption of "chai”, as although one actually carries, when his
act didn't really add anything as the item could of just carried itself, his act wouldn't be
considered a Melacha at all. However by the aron, although during their travels it
actually carried them, since it still didn't have the ability to initiate its own travel, it
wouldn't be included in this exemption, (this is evident in the Chinuch who says the
aron's rods must be secure less they drop it, seemingly although it carried itself it still
needed the carriers).

6. Tosfos Understands the concept entirely different, that since we don't find in the
Mishkan a concept of carrying animals, as the animals always simply carried themself,
the Melacha of hotza was never said on a living being. The Nitziv explains that
according to this an act of carrying a living being is still a Melocha, the exemption is only
on animals which were presumably never carried as they carry themself, however the
aron which was definitely carried would be a melacha, as the fact it carries itself doesn't
take away from it being a hotza.

This week's riddle is asked by the Netziv in the Meromei Sadeh (Shabbos 94a).
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A few possible answers:

1) In the sefer Mevaser Tov (Siman 25), the Biala Rebbe answers that the melacha of
hotzaa requires a "masa": thus in the case of a person, he is nosei es atzmo and there



is no masuy at all. In the case of the Aron, however, there was a masuy (and in fact, it
was only nosei es nosav--implying that there was some element of carrying by the
Kohanim).
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2) We don't learn divrei halacha from nisim, so although we learn hotzaa from carrying
the Aron, we ignore the fact that it carried itself.

3) The Sfas Emes (Shabbos 92a) answers that this question is why the lishna kama in
the Gemara learns hotzaa from the Mizbeach and not the Aron.
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There are many other possible answers, but these are the ones that seem the most
plausible to me.

Best,

David Birnbaum



Response

1) The Bialer Rebbe is saying if you carry a 300 Ib man across the street it's nit a

‘masa’? | suggest he should try it!
2) We're not learning the Halacha, we're learning the concept.
3) we are asking the question according to the lishna basra.

| hear. With respect to the Biala Rebbe's answer, | think he is saying a lomdus: that by
the person carrying another person, each one is seen as carrying themselves (nosei es
atzmo) even if that may not be how the laws of physics sees it. By the Aron, each party-
-the Aron and Leviim/Kohanim--were carrying each other ("nosei es nosav"). Your
shaila of the 300 Ib. man is really stam a kasha on how chai nosei es atzmo works, and
| think the answer to that is that once we have such a rule it will apply regardless of
weight (according to Rashi, because either way the person is carrying some portion of
the weight himself, even if not the whole thing, and according to other Rishonim and

Acharonim for various other reasons).

| think another way to think about this lomdus can be found in the Igros Moshe (Y.D. 1,
2), where he explains that hotzaa is when a theoretical onlooker who sees the object at
Point B would assume that it was moved there from Point A by a person. However, by a
chai, a person who sees a person sitting at Point B assumes they got there under their
own power (unless they're unable to walk, such as a a choleh or katan she'eino yachol

leilech b'atzman, in which case we know one is chayav if he carries them).
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| think this distinction can be brought to bear on our question: in the case of the Aron,
someone from Bnei Yisrael who saw the Aron at Point B after they were previously
camped at Point A knew that it was carried by Kohanim/Leviim (since it was only nosei

es nosav) and didn't fly there on its own.
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Rabbi Shay Tahan
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