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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the question

The Rabbeinu Bahya distinguishes between pre- and post-Matan Torah. Whereas

before Matan Torah they are called o'y, that is no longer the case after.
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A similar answer is given by nioom in T:X n”%7 Xnj X221 to explain why earlier in the
parsha "nTx" included the mitzrim:
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Best,
David Birnbaum
Re: the question why it says 1ny1 nxn w'x 178y regarding the Mitzrim:
Rabbeinu Bechaye says that n¥n X71 Iny1 applies only after Matan Torah.

Vilna Gaon, Chidushei HaRim and others say 1ny1 nxn 'K 17x¢'1 means to borrow from
each other and increase Chessed in the world, which will cause the Egyptians to want

to lend to them as well...



Zev Landerer

A gut voch

Thank you so much for a great program this week

Three answers to why we would call mitzrim Rayacha

1. Rabeinu Bachya- before Matan torah all of humanity was called rayacha
2. Chizkuni- after makkos the mitzrim acted toward us like friends

3. Vilna Gaon- it really meant to ask other yidin and it the zechus of middos tovos they

would merit gold and silver

Menachem Tenenbaum
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Shmuel D Berkovicz

Dear Reb Dovid,

Great question regarding the usage of the term nnwni1nva in reference to the
Egyptians. Clearly the Egyptians were a far cry from having a relationship
with the Jewish people that would justify any usage of a term that connotes
endearment and friendship. Strictly from a colloquial standpoint it would
seem inappropriate. But you accurately and poignantly went one step further
in bolstering your question by contrasting it with the usage of the very same
term in Halachic and Talmudic parlance, where this very same vernacular is
used strictly to describe a Jew in contrast to a non-Jew.

This “begs” the question; How could the very same word be used to describe
the Mitzriim who were arch enemies of the Jews and the Jews in contrast to

others??



Chizkuni

Chizkuni maintains that the terms nniva11nya can indeed be applied to the
Egyptians in the context of this Parsha. Hashem specifically selected the
terms nnwni nya to demonstrate the effect that the plagues had on the
Egyptians. Although in their default position they were the abusers and
persecutors of the Jewish people, the effect of the Makos started to
penetrate and change their attitudes toward seeing the Jews as their equal
(nnwiinyn) and not as an inferior breed of humans. Thus these terms 10
nniyl are intentional and informative in delineating the “before and after
effect” of the plagues.

Rabeinu Bachya:

Rabeinu Bachya asserts that the terms nnwni1nya can indeed apply to
Egyptians; the contradiction can be resolved by establishing that the
exclusivity of these terms as endearment reserved for the Jewish people
only took hold after the giving of the Torah, prior to Matan Torah the terms
NN vy only meant fellow human beings. Only after Hashem had offered
the Torah to the nations of the world and they rebuffed, a demarcation and
distinction was established and from then onward the terms nnini 1ny were
conferred exclusively on the Yiddin.

Malbim

The Malbim is of the opinion that the terms nnwi1nyn can only apply to
fellow Yiddin. He posits that in fact it is referring to the Yiddin pretending to
“borrow” luxurious and expensive vessels from other fellow Yiddin; namely
the poor borrowed from the rich. This was done as a preliminary step before
approaching the Egyptians to borrow their fancy vessels. The strategy was to
eliminate any suspicion that the Egyptians might have that they were not
planning to return them. After observing Jewish people lend vessels to one
another, the Egyptians would opine and accept the pretext that indeed they
require the vessels for some sort of ritual or holiday celebration; after all
even Jewsih people were lending to their fellow brethren. Thus, the Pasuk is
not referring to the subsequent borrowing of vessels from the Egyptians but
rather to a preliminary borrowing of vessels from Jew to Jew and the terms
NN Iny1 are indeed appropriate and don’t contradict their general usage
throughout Shas.

May you continue to be marbitz Torah with Menuchas hanefesh and
Menuchas haguf!

Rabbi Eli Kornfeld



Show Suggestions

| would also like to suggest a topic that | believe dovetails nicely with last week's: the
history, costs and benefits of the frum community's--and particularly, the yeshivish
community's--economic model of essentially having the super-wealthy subsidize almost

every organization and activity.

| have a sort of pet theory that of the following three things, the frum community can
only ever have two: 1) the many nice but expensive amenities that we've become
accustomed to, such as private schooling for all, kollelim, beautiful shuls, summer
camps, hatzalah, publishing houses, chesed and advocacy organizations, etc., 2)
chachmas haTorah and tzidkus as the most highly prestigious and recognized qualities
a person can possess, and 3) an economic system in which the vast majority of families
live on a meager subsistence (and a few gvirim and the government heavily subsidize
all of the nice things listed above). Using that heuristic (which | acknowledge isn't
perfect), it seems clear to me that we as a community currently embrace numbers 1 and
3 and compromise significantly on 2: we have lots of wonderful luxuries that our
ancestors could only have dreamed of, but they exist to a large degree at the mercy of a
small number of megadonors, who are in turn rewarded very publicly with board seats,
dinner awards and the general ability to project disproportionate influence (and maybe
even the most influence). Perhaps, of the possible options, this is the trade-off that
makes the most sense; after all, the alternatives are to either scale back many of our
most valuable amenities or drastically change our communal vocational system. But
that isn't obvious and is, | think, worthy of historical analysis (how did we end up here?
was it a deliberate choice?) and open discussion (is this the best way for us? why do or

don't other groups and institutions structure themselves this way?).

| think that Headlines is a uniquely well-suited forum to address this topic because of
how difficult it is for organizational leaders and shul rabbonim--who rely on the
generosity of large donors and are loath to spurn them--to discuss candidly. Plus, it's an
issue that shapes so many of the other topics that have been discussed previously on
the show, from tuition to parnassah to dealing with criminals in our community.


https://mosaicmagazine.com/observation/religion-holidays/2020/11/american-orthodoxys-twilight-of-authority/

If you've made it this far, thank you for reading. | very much enjoy the show and wish

you the greatest hatzlacha.
Best,

David Birnbaum

Hi it's Menachem Junik,

| look forward to and enjoy listening to your podcast every week. Thank you for making
it.

| have a suggestion for a podcast topic I'm hoping you'll discus it. Some friends and |
were discussing what halacha has to say about a Jew owning a stock of a non kosher

brand?
Is owning a stock an issue of making money on shabbos?
What if one owns them in a vanguard fund?

Thank you



Rabbi Brodsky
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Rabbi Hauer
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Rabbi Rotberg
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