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2 Peter 1:3-9 
His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly 
life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own 
glory and goodness. 
 
2 Cor 5:17 
If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here! 
 
Mark 8:34-35 
Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for 
the gospel will save it. 
 
Galations 2:20 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 



It’s real but not realized. 
It’s real (God says it is, it’s who you are) but not realized (by you 
and others, fully, yet). 
 
2 Peter 1:3-9 
His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly 
life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own 
glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very 
great and precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in 
the world caused by evil desires. For this very reason, make 
every effort to add to your faith, goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to 
godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if 
you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will 
keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not 
have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have 
been cleansed from their past sins. 
 
“The will is neither strong nor weak. Like a [car], it has only one 
task: to do what the driver (the mind, influenced by the body 
and the social realm) tells it to do. Therefore, change—or lack 
thereof—is not an issue of the will at all. Change happens when 
these other influencers are modified. The good news is that we 
have control over those other influencers. When new ideas, new 



practices and new social settings are adopted, change 
happens.” 

- James Bryan Smith, The Good and Beautiful God 
 

 
 


