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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show

Listen, I'm not going to lie, hearing the one Rabbi who was willing to come on and make
a Halachik case for not wearing a mask was a fellow Lubavitcher was embarrassing. A

hammer in search of a nail.

| hope you will do more podcasts on the topic because what's going on right now is
horrifying. If you do so, perhaps you'll find this voice note from one of the Crown Heights

Rabbonim of value. While | somewhat resent his two-sided approach, and wish he
would have addressed more, | think this could be an example of what some much

needed leadership could look like.

Another good one, the audio was on the bottom: https://collive.com/hatzalah-member-

sounds-off-about-crowded-dancing-on-kingston/

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

You failed to note that although the positivity rate is high relative to surrounding
neighborhoods, it is still lower than MOST states. See this info from the Johns Hopkins
website, which lists the THIRTY-ONE states that have higher-than-recommended

positivity rates. The reason why Chassidim have such a LOW rate is because they have
HERD IMMUNITY to a large extent.

Chassidim have many children so it would make sense that they should have a high

positivity rate.

Chassidim have been sending their children to Yeshiva, while most goyim have cruelly

been keeping their children locked indoors for the past seven months.

Goyim have a lot of free time on their hands (especially since they are too afraid to
leave their homes for recreation purposes). So they test more often. Every time they
have a runny nose, even if they have antibodies, they will run to get a test. This OCD

that the goyim have LOWERS their positivity rate.


https://collive.com/hatzalah-member-sounds-off-about-crowded-dancing-on-kingston/
https://collive.com/hatzalah-member-sounds-off-about-crowded-dancing-on-kingston/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/testing-positivity
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VQvv7chhOs_4B51RJH7RkdC3dyk6fD14/view?usp=sharing

You take it as a given that having less deaths is OBVIOUSLY the better approach. That
is completely incorrect. If having less deaths comes from keeping your children locked
at home for many months, destroying your economy, suffocating yourself with masks,
and destroying your health by staying indoors, then having less deaths is no claim to
fame. You need proper balance, and that is exactly what the Chassidim have displayed.
Everyone else, who is glued to their smartphones and is hit with an endless barrage of
coronavirus hysteria, is sacrificing a terrible amount of normalcy and is gaining a mere
handful of lives. To give you but one example. When you made your Simchas, | am
sure you served soda. But soda kills 250,000 Americans every decade. Were you a
Rodeif when you served soda? Were you saying that you disregard human life when
you served soda? Or were you saying, as any sane person says, sometimes you have

to live a normal life.

Ari

Dear Rav Dovid,

First, | have been listening to your podcast since | accidentally came upon it while
searching for Hespedim for Rav Aharon Lichtenstein ZT"L several years ago. Thank you
for your Harbatzat Torah and your ability to facilitate a Shaklah V'Tarya between
Rabbanim from different segments of the Torah learning and living communities. That to
my knowledge -- was previously sorely lacking. May it sharpen our thinking and bring us
all closer to Amitatah Shel Torah and only increase our Ahavat Yisrael.

Second, | listened with interest to your interview with Rav Yonason Sacks Shlita and
was struck by Rav Sacks' Anivut and Tzimtzum in declining to publicly criticize the
apparent lack of leadership and prevalent disregard of mask-wearing and social
distancing among certain other segments of Acheinu Beis Yisrael.

| wonder, though, whether there is not some obligation upon Gedolei Torah to attempt --
at least B'Tzinah -- to convince the leaders of the particular segments disregarding
those precautions to come out and publicly support and enforce appropriate protective
measures. | do not know what the precise source of such an obligation would be, but



several possibilities that come to mind include: Lo Taamod, Kol Sheyesh B'Yado
Limchot V'Lo Macha, preventing massive Chillul Shem Shamayim B'Rabim, Kol Yisrael
Areivim, Mipnei Aievah, etc. While it seems possible that some Gedolei Torah might
think they lack the ability to persuade or that it is not their place to interfere, | would
hope that such concerns would be subordinated to even the possibility of averting
calamity -- Chazal warned of the dangers of excessive humility in Gittin 55b.

Gut Moed,

Boaz Cohen

R’ Dovid,

Thank you for devoting another show to the halachic and policy implications of the
coronavirus. | have a suggestion for a future guest/topic that would add important
nuance to the discussion. Gershon Distenfeld, a Yeshivat Heatid board member,
published this blog (in his personal capacity) on the deleterious effect of

masking/distancing on children in our Yeshivos:

https://gershondistenfeld.blogspot.com/2020/09/sacrificing-our-children-on-altar-

of.html?m=1

Interviewing R’ Green as an “anti-masker” to present the “other side” of the argument,
with all due respect, really just put up a weak straw man. The vast majority of intelligent
people and your listeners would never subscribe to his radical views. However, there
are thoughtful voices in the Frum community beginning to question the necessity for
strict masking/ social distancing for young children in schools specifically. Mechanchim
are seeing negative effects, and we will not know the long term psychological effects on

children for some time.

| spoke with a pediatric ER doctor who disagrees with most of what Mr. Distenfeld
wrote. But the discussion was nuanced, thoughtful, respectful, and recognized that

there are two sides on this crucial issue.


https://gershondistenfeld.blogspot.com/2020/09/sacrificing-our-children-on-altar-of.html?m=1
https://gershondistenfeld.blogspot.com/2020/09/sacrificing-our-children-on-altar-of.html?m=1

May HaShem end this terrible Magefa and bring us Yeshua B’Karov. Have a good Yom
Tov and stay safe and healthy.

Kol Tuv,
Jonathan Grossman

| believe in masks, but listen for a few minutes to the famous Dennis Prager's
arguments against masks. It starts at minute 22:30

http://www.viewpure.com/-Ouij 1E5k0?start=0&end=0

Yoseif Glanz

Shalom Aleichem Rabbi Lichtenstein.

| just heard your latest podcast on COVID and masking. You mentioned that you do not
have someone that represents the other side (except for Rabbi Green). You also quoted
the recording from Lakewood.

| live in Lakewood, NJ and the rav of the shul in my development is on the COVID “Vad
Harabanim”. Until Simchas Torah the Rav never really clarified his position. But on
Shmini Atzeres night he gave a speech explaining his (and the Vaad’s approach). His
approach was quoted from a BMG Rosh Hashiva and the Rosh Hayeshiva of South
Fallsburg.

Background on the shul policy: In his shul masks have never been mandatory and
almost no one wears masks. (maybe five people wear masks in shul). Since Shavuos
the shul has had regular operations with no limitations or spacing.

The Rav on Yom Tov explained that he is not against masks at all or their
efficacy people should wear masks in stores and by Simchos. Rather he (and the
Vaad) hold that while someone is engaged in Torah or Tefilah, nothing bad will happen.
They are Magen and Matzil. Therefore, the policy of the shul was that Hakofos should


http://www.viewpure.com/-Ouij_1E5k0?start=0&end=0

be done on the Ikkur Hadin level. Only 5 minutes per Hakofo and a calmer atmosphere.
Also it is of utmost importance that we do what we can to keep Teshivos open. This
includes flooding the numbers with negative tests results.

Perhaps you can delve into this Sevara. Is COVID called Beri Hezaika? If so, one
cannot be Soimach on Havtochois. What would the Vaad say if the disease was much

more threatening?
Thank you for your engaging Divrei Torah.

Looks like he know's what he is talking about would you respond

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxkTpC7NVWI

Hi Reb Dovid,

| enjoy your podcast very much.

What led you to translate that Biur Halacha in 554 as referring to a mask?
He seems to be referring to camphor and to an additional herb or grass.

See Sefaria’s translation of that s'if as well
as: https://www.webmd.com/vitamins/ai/ingredientmono-709/camphor

Respectfully,
M. Benoliel

Response: It may be camphor, my point was that you see a face covering is
permitted VS a VS the rabbi who said you can’t cover your mouth and nose

because it diminishes your n'jn"7x n'7x.

(See x 1Y ]aN 0N 2210 12 WK XDl that says a Metzora wears a nma ' X79 Taa

noN).


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxkTpC7NVWI
https://www.webmd.com/vitamins/ai/ingredientmono-709/camphor

Dear Reb Dovid Shlita,

| do understand the idea of letting such a character have a word on your show. But he
was so misled - he is making a mockery of the Torah and sows so much confusion. It
enables people to clutch onto straws to justify their behavior. With the anti-vacciners
would you have given as much as say on your program. It was exceedingly disturbing

hearing such a person on your show.

Is it necessary to enable all to have a podium to voice their opinions?
With much respect

Emmanuel

According to recent statistics from the CDC, those between 0 and 70 who get the
coronavirus have a 99% survival rate. Those over 70 have a 94.6 survival rate. Are all
the edicts and restrictions necessary at this point in time? What is the endgame here? It
is not the vaccine, because the vaccines are going to lessen symptoms, not prevent
infection.

https://www.winknews.com/2020/09/23/cdc-shows-covid-19-has-high-survival-rate-

doctor-still-wants-to-see-precautions-taken/ CDC shows COVID-19 has high survival

rate; doctor still wants to see precautions taken

CDC source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/planning-
scenarios.html?fbclid=IwAR3DvH5umpJxiObUDTKBckeBAfqudrtvzZWfOhYiUfHeEhCFe
gsUXzalabGg COVID-19 Pandemic Planning Scenarios

https://www.forbes.com/sites/williamhaseltine/2020/09/23/covid-19-vaccine-protocols-

reveal-that-trials-are-designed-to-succeed/#34c2c0465247 Covid-19 Vaccine

Protocols Reveal That Trials Are Designed To Succeed

Simcha Fried
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Thank you Rabbi Lichtenstein | find your podcasts Amazing!
Why Belz don't wear masks

Thought you might find this interesting
https://www.bhol.co.il/news/1144057

| am a long time listener of Headlines going back to the radio days, and have been nim
tremendously from the shows. You are one of the best interviewers that | have ever
come across, and one of the few who consistently presents in a fair light the different
sides of whatever issue is under discussion. Someone who truly succeeds in both nin
and the business world is rare, and a tremendous T wiTp, and n"vayou should
continue to have tremendous nn7xn in both.

| would like to raise one point though. There are a significant group of us in the Frum
community who are "anti-maskers”, but on the basis of the consensus accumulated
scientific evidence up until the middle of May when masks became the covid policy du
jour, and on the basis of the clear and obvious malevolent intentions of many prominent
individuals in the medical community and government (this does not refer to any
religious Jews, of any denomination). To be clear, I'm not coming niwov naM3, as it is
undoubtedly almost impossible to get anyone of significant stature to publicly discuss
this, (probably due to the highly fraught nature of the subject matter and the potential
social (and possibly legal) consequences of publicly arguing such a position). To be
clear, | am not asserting that everyone in the Frum community against masks holds that
position on the basis of genuine research (like actually reading the studies published on
covid related topics); my objection is that to characterize all of us as coming from

"everything the oK 0'a say is 1ma pw" is untrue and unfair.
The basic scientific argument - 11x'j7a - against masking goes as follows:

1- The published evidence on masks as a public-facing tool to reduce community

respiratory viral transmission is, to quote the WHO, "no evidence". (Although in that


https://www.bhol.co.il/news/1144057

particular analysis, they suggested that it is "mechanistically plausible”, lack of evidence
notwithstanding). (For the record, there is scant and conflicting evidence even in
healthcare settings on the efficacy of masks, so much so that in 2016 in Quebec, one of
the hospital systems during the flu season issued a mandate for the nurses to always wear masks
while in the hospital and was successfully sued by the nurses that such a policy lacked any
evidentiary basis).

2- The size of the covid virion is so small that, to quote one epidemiologist, a face mask
is akin to "a chain link fence in front of flies". (and the electrostatic attraction of the N-95
category of masks is far from anywhere near 100% for particles in that size range.)

3- It used to be a practically tautological medical assumption that masks in the hands of
the general public pose an increased risk of transmission, see for example the CDC
guidance during the H1-N1 swine flu of 2009, where that was the uncontested

conventional wisdom of the medical community.

4- Practically, there is an absolute correlation of places where there is a heavily
complied with mask mandate to greatly increased rate of transmission, (not a typo) (I
am not arguing here that masks are the cause of the higher transmission, just that
clearly, mask wearing by the public has not had any reductive impact whatsoever on
covid transmission. Also worth noting is that even in places where covid has/is going
down, the flu/influenza deaths remain consistent with previous years' rate of flu deaths,

meaning that mask wearing has no impact at all on other respiratory viruses.

5- The places where masks are being required, with the exception of shuls, are places
where transmission is negligible, like outdoors (and not tightly packed like BLM protests
and the like). Shopping, and similar types of activities, are not transmission conduits
generally. (Tiny stores and similar profile places are another story regarding
transmission). Similarly, kids wearing masks is child abuse, in addition to being
pointless as kids rarely spread covid, and even in the uncommon instances where they
do, they tend to be much less severe.

6- The mask mandates are an obvious political power grab that has insidious aims and
malevolent intent, and were promulgated under the guise of medical purpose by people


https://www.ona.org/wp-content/uploads/ona_kaplanarbitrationdecision_vaccinateormask_stmichaelsoha_20180906.pdf
https://www.ona.org/wp-content/uploads/ona_kaplanarbitrationdecision_vaccinateormask_stmichaelsoha_20180906.pdf
https://www.ona.org/wp-content/uploads/ona_kaplanarbitrationdecision_vaccinateormask_stmichaelsoha_20180906.pdf
https://www.ona.org/wp-content/uploads/ona_kaplanarbitrationdecision_vaccinateormask_stmichaelsoha_20180906.pdf
https://www.ona.org/wp-content/uploads/ona_kaplanarbitrationdecision_vaccinateormask_stmichaelsoha_20180906.pdf

who wanted them for other purposes. (I'll make this point as to the general idea that
covid has been used as an excuse to enact all sorts of policies - if you look at a list of all
the policies enacted under covid, there are many that are so obviously "pretenders" that

proves the basic point that covid has been used as cover to enact non-covid policies.)

7- This will sound controversial and cold-hearted, but per the CDC's own published
stratified mortality data, covid-19 is not an unusually lethal disease, even going by the
comically inflated official death toll.

8- There is a lot more dissent from medical professionals than you realize, and the
professionals have been negligently wrong on pretty much every major position taken in

the covid debacle.

| realize that all of the above premises are against the "consensus" opinion being
espoused by many prominent doctors and public health officials, and | don't expect you
to accept them uncritically; my goal in writing this is to articulate the principles of the
anti-mask position. | refrained from including 50 pages of studies, articles, etc, in order
to keep the email a manageable length, but can provide them if you want.

As far as someone you can interview who can present this publicly who has an
incredible grasp of the vast corpus of data involved, and who can easily hold his own
under fire, | strongly suggest Daniel Horowitz. He is an orthodox Jew living in Baltimore
who is a prominent political figure in conservative circles who has been a vociferous
public advocate of the "anti-covid-establishment positions". He can be reached
at dhorowitz@blazemedia.com.

| want to reiterate that | genuinely think that you make a tremendous T wiT{7 as a public
figure and with your program, and | want to thank you for an amazing weekly n>7n and
nopwnprogram over such a broad array of interesting topics. Also, for the record, the
shocking vitriol against you from Frum people is disturbing (although | do think that your

positions on political oy are usually somewhat divorced from the actual nix'xn).

Aharon Hertzberg


mailto:dhorowitz@blazemedia.com

Here is a partial list of some of the studies that | have come across about facemasks. |
chose excerpts that highlight the inconsistent nature, and general lack of, evidence
supporting the use or efficacy of masks in reducing respiratory infection transmission; or
highlight the marked lack of consensus in the medical and scientific world as to what the
appropriate policy should be. | left out quotes from some of these studies that are in
favor of masking, as | am not denying they exist, and it is not the point | am trying to
make; however, | believe that none of the quotes included are misleading despite the

omission of arguments on the other side. These quotes speak for themselves:

Face masks to prevent transmission of influenza virus: asystematic review

If airborne transmission were important, it would be less likely that surgical masks will
lead to reductions in infectiousness or protection against infection, if worn by ill or

uninfected people, respectively.

Pandemic guidance provided by the World Health Organization for community settings
advises that masks may be worn although effectiveness is uncertain particularly in open
spaces [41]. Other health agencies, such as the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, are not recommending masks in the community setting, with the exception
of high-risk individuals who care for the sick or spend time in large crowds in areas
affected by the pandemic [42]. Wearing masks incorrectly may increase the risk of

transmission [41].

In conclusion there remains a substantial gap in the scientific literature on the
effectiveness of face masks to reduce transmission of influenza virus infection. While
there is some experimental evidence that masks should be able to reduce
infectiousness under controlled conditions [7], there is less evidence on whether this
translates to effectiveness in natural settings. There is little evidence to support the

effectiveness of face masks to reduce the risk of infection.

The use of masks and respirators to prevent transmission of influenza: a

systematic review of thescientific evidence

None of the studies we reviewed established a conclusive relationship between mask/

respirator use and protection against influenza infection.


https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/64D368496EBDE0AFCC6639CCC9D8BC05/S0950268809991658a.pdf/face_masks_to_prevent_transmission_of_influenza_virus_a_systematic_review.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/j.1750-2659.2011.00307.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/j.1750-2659.2011.00307.x

Historically,transmission has been thought to occur principally through respiratory
droplets and masks have been used as a barrier against droplets emitted by coughing
and sneezing. In the last decade, there has been increasing interest in a possible role
for aerosol transmission of influenza and the advisabil-ity of filtering respirators to block
such transmission. For example, studies have found that infected patients can produce
aerosol particles containing influenza virus23and thathospital airflow patterns can

influence influenza transmis-sion via aerosols.24

In conclusion, there is a limited evidence base to support the use of masks and / or

respirators in healthcare or community settings.

A cluster randomised trial of cloth masks compared with medical masks in

healthcare workers

The rates of all infection outcomes were highest in the cloth mask arm, with the rate of ILI
statistically significantly higher in the cloth mask arm (relative risk (RR)=13.00, 95% CI 1.69 to
100.07) compared with the medical mask arm. Cloth masks also had significantly higher rates of
ILI compared with the control arm. An analysis by mask use showed ILI (RR=6.64, 95% CI 1.45
to 28.65) and laboratory-confirmed virus (RR=1.72, 95% CI 1.01 to 2.94) were significantly
higher in the cloth masks group compared with the medical masks group. Penetration of cloth
masks by particles was almost 97% and medical masks 44%.

This study is the first RCT of cloth masks, and the results caution against the use of
cloth masks. This is an important finding to inform occupational health and
safety. Moisture retention, reuse of cloth masks and poor filtration may result in
increased risk of infection. Further research is needed to inform the widespread use of
cloth masks globally. However, as a precautionary measure, cloth masks should not be
recommended for HCWSs, particularly in high-risk situations, and guidelines need to be
updated.

Effectiveness of Masks and Respirators Against Respiratory Infections

in Healthcare Workers: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis

Compared to “no rPPE” controls, N95 respirators conferred protection against confirmed

SARS-CoV infection in 2 of 3 case-control studies [32, 33]; no protective effect against


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4420971/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4420971/
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/65/11/1934/4068747
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/65/11/1934/4068747

SARS was reported for disposable [29, 34], cotton [35], or paper [32] masks (Appendix
B, Table 2).

Face masks for the public during Covid-19: an appeal for caution in policy

Two systematic reviews—both currently unreviewed preprints—conclude that “the
evidence is not sufficiently strong to support widespread use of facemasks as a
protective measure against COVID19,”2 and that “masks alone have no significant

effect in interrupting spread of [influenza-like illnesses ...] or influenza.”3

First, the very weak evidence for face masks should be reiterated. Although some
important studies followed the outbreak of SARS-Cov-1 in the 2000s, by and large the
quality and clarity of the evidence base for face masks as a means of reducing
transmission is disappointing. Few studies examine use of face masks in community
settings; those that do find no evidence of reduced transmission compared with no face
masks.3 Observational studies of face mask usage are, as one might expect, heavily
confounded by the parallel implementation of other measures such as social distancing
and isolation; experimental studies are limited by the impossibility of blinding and thus
weak adherence in intervention and control groups.2 Of course, absence of evidence is
not evidence 3 of absence, and both recent systematic reviews cautiously suggest that
in some circumstances, wearing of face masks may be warranted (in “community
settings where contact may be casual and relatively brief,”2 and in clinical settings3 ).
But existing research also provides little information on potential harms, such as
“discomfort, dehydration, facial dermatitis, distress, headaches, exhaustion.”3 Here, too,

absence of evidence should not be taken as evidence of absence.

Second, it is unclear how well equipped the general public is to make proper use of face
masks, or how readily good practice might be disseminated and taken up. Appropriate
use of face masks is challenging and is something healthcare workers themselves can
struggle with; 10 poor use (including poor fitting, adjustment, touching) can reduce
effectiveness and pose an infection risk in itself. Used disposable face masks must be
removed and discarded properly because they accumulate pathogens;

11 inappropriately discarded masks present an infection risk.


https://www.dora.dmu.ac.uk/bitstream/handle/2086/19526/Face%20masks%20caution%20in%20policy_v1_2020-04-22%20%28with%20disclaimers%29.pdf

For non-disposable cloth-based masks, the evidence base is slim, though one hospital-
based three-arm trial found worse infection outcomes in wearers of cloth masks than in
wearers of medical masks and in a control group (usual practice, which included much
mask-wearing). 12 Cloth masks will retain moisture, with indeterminate consequences
for their efficacy and for the creation of a microbiological environment favourable to
other bacterial or viral organisms.

However, the existing research, coupled with the potential for great variation in
materials, fit, adherence, touching and adjustment, doffing, disposal, frequency of
laundering and so on, suggests the need for caution in advising widespread uptake,
especially given the paucity of evidence for cloth face masks, their use, and their

possible microbiological downsides.

On this occasion, we believe public-facing communications regarding the scientific view
on the balance of risks and benefits of widespread uptake of face masks have
exceeded the scientific evidence base. Efforts to communicate a position so strongly in
favour of widespread use of masks in the community, against current WHO advice and
in the face of persistent evidence gaps and debates, risk promoting policy that is based
more on eminence—the track record, credentials and status of the authors—than on

evidence.

Nonpharmaceutical Measures for Pandemic Influenza in Nonhealthcare

Settings—Personal Protective and Environmental Measures - Volume 26, Number

5—May 2020 - Emerging Infectious Diseases journal - CDC

In pooled analysis, we found no significant reduction in influenza transmission with the
use of face masks (RR 0.78, 95% CI 0.51-1.20; 12 = 30%, p = 0.25) (Figure 2).

Disposable medical masks (also known as surgical masks) are loose-fitting devices that
were designed to be worn by medical personnel to protect accidental contamination of
patient wounds, and to protect the wearer against splashes or sprays of bodily fluids
(36). There is limited evidence for their effectiveness in preventing influenza virus

transmission either when worn by the infected person for source control or when worn


https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article

by uninfected persons to reduce exposure. Our systematic review found no significant

effect of face masks on transmission of laboratory-confirmed influenza.

Proper use of face masks is essential because improper use might increase the risk for

transmission (39).

Disease Mitigation Measures in the Control Of Pandemic Influenza

In Asia during the SARS period, many people in the affected communities wore surgical
masks when in public. But studies have shown that the ordinary surgical mask does
little to prevent inhalation of small droplets bearing influenza virus.56 The pores in the
mask become blocked by moisture from breathing, and the air stream simply diverts
around the mask. There are few data available to support the efficacy of N95 or surgical
masks outside a healthcare setting. N95 masks need to be fit-tested to be efficacious

and are uncomfortable to wear for more than an hour or two.55,57

Community Mitigation Guidelines to Prevent Pandemic Influenza — United States,
2017

Use of Face Masks in Community Settings Face masks (disposable surgical, medical,
or dental procedure masks) are widely used by health care workers to prevent
respiratory infections both in health care workers and patients. They also might be worn
by ill persons during severe, very severe, or extreme pandemics to prevent spread of
influenza to household members and others in the community. However, little evidence
supports the use of face masks by well persons in community settings, although some
trials conducted during the 2009 H1IN1 pandemic found that early combined use of face
masks and other NPIs (such as hand hygiene) might be effective (supplementary
Chapter 3 https://stacks.cdc.gov/ view/cdc/44313).

Use of face masks by ill persons: CDC might recommend the use of face masks by ill
persons as a source control measure during severe, very severe, or extreme influenza
pandemics when crowded community settings cannot be avoided (e.g., when adults and
children with influenza symptoms seek medical attention) or when ill persons are in
close contact with others (e.g., when symptomatic persons share common spaces with

other household members or symptomatic postpartum women care for and nurse their


http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.552.1109&rep=rep1&type=pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/rr/pdfs/rr6601.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/rr/pdfs/rr6601.pdf
https://stacks.cdc.gov/%0Dview/cdc/44313

infants). Some evidence indicates that face mask use by ill persons might protect

others from infection.

Universal Masking in Hospitals in the Covid-19 Era | NEJM

We know that wearing a mask outside health care facilities offers little, if any,
protection from infection. Public health authorities define a significant exposure
to Covid-19 as face-to-face contact within 6 feet with a patient with
symptomatic Covid-19 that is sustained for at least a few minutes (and some say
more than 10 minutes or even 30 minutes). The chance of catching Covid-19
from a passing interaction in a public space is therefore minimal. In many cases,
the desire for widespread masking is a reflexive reaction to anxiety over the
pandemic.

What is clear, however, is that universal masking alone is not a panacea. A
mask will not protect providers caring for a patient with active Covid-19 if it’s
not accompanied by meticulous hand hygiene, eye protection, gloves, and a
gown. A mask alone will not prevent health care workers with early Covid-19
from contaminating their hands and spreading the virus to patients and
colleagues. Focusing on universal masking alone may, paradoxically, lead to
more transmission of Covid-19 if it diverts attention from implementing more
fundamental infection-control measures.

Facemasks and similar barriers to prevent respiratory illness such as COVID-19:

A rapid systematic review

The evidence is not sufficiently strong to support widespread use of facemasks as a

protective measure against COVID-19.

Facemasks appear be most effective when worn to prevent primary respiratory illness in
relatively low risk situations: community settings where contact may be casual and
relatively brief, such as on public transport, in shops, in workplaces and perhaps in
university residences or schools with limited shared public spaces. Facemask wearing

is probably not protective during mass gatherings, but evidence on use during mass


https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2006372?query=TOC
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.01.20049528v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.01.20049528v1

gatherings is inconsistent. All studies focussed on Hajj pilgrimage which may not be a
typical mass gathering event (especially large and prolonged).

Our study was a rapid review of the literature on the impact of the use of facemasks on
the transmission of respiratory symptoms. Based on randomized trial data, wearing a
facemask may very slightly reduce the odds of primary infection with influenza-like
illness (ILI).

We do not consider that the balance of evidence across all available studies supports
routine and widespread use of facemasks in the community. However, using a mask for
short periods of time by particularly vulnerable individuals during transient exposure
events may be justified.

WHO Non-pharmaceutical public health measures for mitigating the risk and

impact of epidemic and pandemic influenza

There have been a number of high quality randomized controlled trials (RCTSs)
demonstrating that personal protective measures such as hand hygiene and face masks
have, at best, a small effect on influenza transmission, although higher compliance in a
severe pandemic might improve effectiveness.

There is also a lack of evidence for the effectiveness of improved respiratory etiquette
and the use of face masks in community settings during influenza epidemics and
pandemics.

Face masks worn by asymptomatic people are conditionally recommended in severe
epidemics or pandemics, to reduce transmission in the community. Although there is
no evidence that this is effective in reducing transmission, there is mechanistic
plausibility for the potential effectiveness of this measure.

There is a moderate overall quality of evidence that face masks do not have a

substantial effect on transmission of influenza.

According to the GRADE approach, there was moderate quality of evidence
involving >6000 participants that face masks are ineffective in reducing influenza

transmission in the community.


https://extranet.who.int/sph/docs/file/3848
https://extranet.who.int/sph/docs/file/3848

WHO Advice on the use of masks in the context of COVID-19 Interim quidance6

April 2020

However, there is currently no evidence that wearing a mask (whether
medical or other types) by healthy persons in the wider community
setting, including universal community masking, can prevent them from
infection with respiratory viruses, including COVID-19.

Advice to decision makers on the use of masks for healthy people in community settings
As described above, the wide use of masks by healthy people in the community setting
is not supported by current evidence and carries uncertainties and critical risks. WHO
offers the following advice to decision makers so they apply a risk-based approach.

However, the following potential risks should be carefully taken into account in any
decision-making process:
« self-contamination that can occur by touching and reusing contaminated mask
« depending on type of mask used, potential breathing difficulties
- false sense of security, leading to potentially less adherence to other preventive
measures such as physical distancing and hand hygiene
« diversion of mask supplies and consequent shortage of mask for health care workers

e diversion of resources from effective public health measures, such as hand hygiene

Update: Why Face Masks Don’t Work: A Revealing Review

This was up until very recently, when the medical censor's apparently got to it. It can be

found here (for now, at least).

Literature reviews have confirmed that wearing a mask during surgery has no impact
whatsoever on wound infection rates during clean surgery. 22,23,24,25,26 (that's a lot of
footnotes) A recent 2014 report states categorically that no clinical trials have ever
shown that wearing a mask prevents contamination of surgical sites. 26 With their
original purpose being highly questionable it should be no surprise that the ability of
face masks to act as respiratory protective devices is now the subject of intense

scrutiny. 27


https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331693/WHO-2019-nCov-IPC_Masks-2020.3-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331693/WHO-2019-nCov-IPC_Masks-2020.3-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.oralhealthgroup.com/features/face-masks-dont-work-revealing-review/
https://www.sammyboy.com/threads/why-face-masks-don%E2%80%99t-work-a-revealing-review.280072/

Face Masks
History: Cloth or cotton gauze masks have been used since the late 19th century to protect
sterile fields from spit and mucous generated by the wearer. 5,77,18 A secondary function
was to protect the mouth and nose of the wearer from the sprays and splashes of blood and
body fluids created during surgery. 77 As noted above, in the early 20th century masks were
used to trap infectious “droplets” expelled by the wearer thus possibly reducing disease
transmission to others. 718 Since the mid-20th century until to-day, face masks have been
increasingly used for entirely the opposite function: that is to prevent the wearer from
inhaling respiratory pathogens. 5,20,27 Indeed, most current dental infection control
recommendations insist that a face mask be worn, “as a key component of personal
protection against airborne pathogens”. 2
Literature reviews have confirmed that wearing a mask during surgery has no impact
whatsoever on wound infection rates during clean surgery. 22,23,24,25,26 A recent 2014
report states categorically that no clinical trials have ever shown that wearing a mask
prevents contamination of surgical sites. 26 With their original purpose being highly
questionable it should be no surprise that the ability of face masks to act as respiratory
protective devices is now the subject of intense scrutiny. 27 Appreciating the reasons for
this, requires an understanding of the structure, fit and filtering capacity of face masks.
Structure and Fit: Disposable face masks usually consist of three to four layers of flat non-
woven mats of fine fibres separated by one or two polypropylene barrier layers which act as
filters capable of trapping material greater than 1 micron in diameter. 18,24,28 Masks are
placed over the nose and mouth and secured by straps usually placed behind the head and
neck. 27 No matter how well a mask conforms to the shape of a person’s face, it is not
designed to create an air tight seal around the face. Masks will always fit fairly loosely with
considerable gaps along the cheeks, around the bridge of the nose and along the bottom
edge of the mask below the chin. 27 These gaps do not provide adequate protection as
they permit the passage of air and aerosols when the wearer inhales. 77,77 It is important
to appreciate that if masks contained filters capable of trapping viruses, the peripheral gaps
around the masks would continue to permit the inhalation of unfiltered air and aerosols. 71
Filtering Capacity:
Filtering Capacity: The filters in masks do not act as sieves by trapping particles greater than

a specific size while allowing smaller particles to pass through. 78 Instead the dynamics of



aerosolized particles and their molecular attraction to filter fibres are such that at a certain
range of sizes both large and small particles will penetrate through a face
mask. 718 Accordingly, it should be no surprise that a study of eight brands of face masks
found that they did not filter out 20-100% of particles varying in size from 0.1 to 4.0
microns. 2T Another investigation showed penetration ranges from 5-100% when masks
were challenged with relatively large 1.0 micron particles. 29 A further study found that
masks were incapable of filtering out 80-85% of particles varying in size from 0.3 to 2.0
microns. 30 A 2008 investigation identified the poor filtering performance of dental
masks. 27 It should be concluded from these and similar studies that the filter material of
face masks does not retain or filter out viruses or other submicron particles. 77,37 When
this understanding is combined with the poor fit of masks, it is readily appreciated that
neither the filter performance nor the facial fit characteristics of face masks qualify them as
being devices which protect against respiratory infections. 27 Despite this determination the
performance of masks against certain criteria has been used to justify their effectiveness.2
Accordingly, it is appropriate to review the limitations of these performance standards.
Performance Standards: Face masks are not subject to any regulations. 77 The USA Federal
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) classifies face masks as Class Il devices. To obtain the
necessary approval to sell masks all that a manufacturer need do is satisfy the FDA that any
new device is substantially the same as any mask currently available for sale. 27 As ironically
noted by the Occupational Health and Safety Agency for Healthcare in BC, “There is no
specific requirement to prove that the existing masks are effective and there is no standard
test or set of data required supporting the assertion of equivalence. Nor does the FDA
conduct or sponsor testing of surgical masks.” 27 Although the FDA recommends two filter
efficiency tests; particulate filtration efficiency (PFE) and bacterial filtration efficiency (BFE) it
does not stipulate a minimum level of filter performance for these tests. 27 The PFE test is a
basis for comparing the efficiency of face masks when exposed to aerosol particle sizes
between 0.1 and 5.0 microns. The test does not assess the effectiveness of a mask in
preventing the ingress of potentially harmful particles nor can it be used to characterize the
protective nature of a mask. 32 The BFE test is a measure of a mask’s ability to provide
protection from large particles expelled by the wearer. It does not provide an assessment of
a mask’s ability to protect the wearer. 77 Although these tests are conducted under the

auspices of the American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) and often produce



filtration efficiencies in the range of 95-98 %, they are not a measure of a masks ability to
protect against respiratory pathogens. Failure to appreciate the limitations of these tests
combined with a reliance on the high filtration efficiencies reported by the manufacturers
has, according to Healthcare in BC, “created an environment in which health care workers
think they are more protected than they actually are.” 27 For dental personnel the

protection sought is mainly from treatment induced aerosols.

The Inadequacies
Between 2004 and 2016 at least a dozen research or review articles have been published on
the inadequacies of face masks. 5,6,11,17,19,20,21,25,26,27,28,31 All agree that the poor
facial fit and limited filtration characteristics of face masks make them unable to prevent the
wearer inhaling airborne particles. In their well-referenced 2011 article on respiratory
protection for healthcare workers, Drs. Harriman and Brosseau conclude that, “facemasks
will not protect against the inhalation of aerosols.” 77 Following their 2015 literature review,
Dr. Zhou and colleagues stated, “There is a lack of substantiated evidence to support claims
that facemasks protect either patient or surgeon from infectious contamination.” 25 In the
same year Dr. R. Maclntyre noted that randomized controlled trials of facemasks failed to
prove their efficacy. 5 In August 2016 responding to a question on the protection from

facemasks the Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety replied:
« The filter material of surgical masks does not retain or filter out submicron particles;
« Surgical masks are not designed to eliminate air leakage around the edges;

e Surgical masks do not protect the wearer from inhaling small particles that can

remain airborne for long periods of time. 37

In 2015, Dr. Leonie Walker, Principal Researcher of the New Zealand Nurses Organization
succinctly described- within a historical context — the inadequacies of facemasks, “Health
care workers have long relied heavily on surgical masks to provide protection against
influenza and other infections. Yet there are no convincing scientific data that support the
effectiveness of masks for respiratory protection. The masks we use are not designed for
such purposes, and when tested, they have proved to vary widely in filtration capability,

allowing penetration of aerosol particles ranging from four to 90%." 35



Face masks do not satisfy the criteria for effectiveness as described by Drs. Landefeld and
Shojania in their NEJM article, “The Tension between Needing to Improve Care and Knowing
How to Do It. 70 The authors declare that, “...recommending or mandating the widespread
adoption of interventions to improve quality or safety requires rigorous testing to determine
whether, how, and where the intervention is effective...” They stress the critical nature of this
concept because, “...a number of widely promulgated interventions are likely to be wholly
ineffective, even if they do not harm patients.” 70 A significant inadequacy of face masks is
that they were mandated as an intervention based on an assumption rather than on

appropriate testing.
And for kicks, there is this, from 1920:

AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF THE EFFICACY OF GAUZE FACE MASKS

W. H. Kellogg, and Grace MacMillan
Published Online: August 30, 2011

Masks have not been proved efficient enough to warrant compulsory application for the
checking of epidemics, according to Dr. Kellogg, who has conducted a painstaking
investigation with gauzes. This investigation is scientific in character, omitting no one of
the necessary factors. It ought to settle the much argued question of masks for the

public.
Aharon Hertzberg
Dear Rabbi Lichtenstien,

| listened to your latest podcast with great interest. As usual you really know how to
produce real stimulating segments, and | was kept on my feet until the end.

| would like to make a few comments. It will be long, but | ask and plead with you, to
read through it, and also if possible, to forward to your esteemed guests from the

medical establishment, certain specific pieces.


https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.10.1.34

| see that you already put up some of the emails in your PDF of nmipn nxn, | would
appreciate if this email and its attachments would also make into the PDF. Thank you
very much!

1. In your podcast, you have repeatedly made reference (And it was also mentioned by

Rabbi Sacks) to the Mishnah Berurah, that he allegedly encouraged Mask wearing.

However, it is important to note, that this is a well-known misunderstanding of the
words of the Mishnah Berurah.

[BTW the Mishnah Berurah was copying and pasting from the Sefer Pischei Oilom who
had copied and pasted it from a Teshuva of the Tzemach Tzedek in regards to one of

the Cholera epidemics (which we now know was not an infectious disease].

The Mishnah Beruah was actually talking about the Camphor mint, and not masks. This
does not detract from the importance of wearing masks in our current situation; however
the words Mishnah Berurah are not relevant to the discussion at hand.

For more on this discussion, | suggest one follow the following links:

http://forum.otzar.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=51242

https://translate.google.com/#view=home&op=translate&sl=auto&tl=en&text=%D7%A7%D7%
9E%D7%A4A%D7%95%D7%A8

https://www.britannica.com/science/menthol

https://www.rxlist.com/consumer camphor/drugs-condition.htm

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6270224/

https://www.healthline.com/health/what-is-camphor

2. You interviewed R’ Green as a representative of all Lubavitchers. But the truth is, that
he is an interesting person, who represents himself and that’s it. He claimed that other
Chabad Rabbonim subscribe to his views, yet the Chabad Rabbonim clearly allow mask
wearing on Shabbos, and | have myself seen Rav Avrohom Osdobo (one of the
Rabbonim of Crown Heights) wear a mask on Shabbos in middle of the hot summer,

when there were no active cases going on in Crown Heights.


http://forum.otzar.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=51242
https://translate.google.com/#view=home&op=translate&sl=auto&tl=en&text=%D7%A7%D7%9E%D7%A4%D7%95%D7%A8
https://translate.google.com/#view=home&op=translate&sl=auto&tl=en&text=%D7%A7%D7%9E%D7%A4%D7%95%D7%A8
https://www.britannica.com/science/menthol
https://www.rxlist.com/consumer_camphor/drugs-condition.htm
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6270224/
https://www.healthline.com/health/what-is-camphor

Granted many Crown Heightsers are not wearing masks right now, however to claim
that it is based on the loony opinions which Rabbi Green has spouted forth would be far
from the truth, and certainly no one holds that it is Assur, not in the weekday and not on

Shabbos | will get back to that topic later in this email) and not in Shmone Esrei.

If you want to get a few as to who Rabbi Green is (a real anti Vaxxer BTW), see his
website, and you will have all that you need to see:

http://westbororabbi.blogspot.com/

3. You held an important conversation with a few health officials from the Monsey area.

| cannot tell you what happens in Monsey, as they obviously know a lot better. However,
since they made general reference to the orthodox community in NYS in general and
NYC in particular, | believe that | need to clarify a thing or two.

| ask and request if you can do me a favor, and send along to these individuals the
following comments. they (And you) are of course entitled to disagree, however, |
believe it is vital for certain points to be heard, and then one can judge in any way they
would like. Again, | would appreciate it if these points were to be forwarded to them.

At the outset, | want to be clear, | am not talking about Monsey, but rather NYC, where |
am a lot more at home as to the facts.

| first want to comment on the comment one of them made, that many people in the
street were distressed over the lack of livelihood which would be caused by the
disruption of this new edict. First of all, please do remember that there are tons of
Orthodox Jews which are obviously affected by all these edicts, and are just as

distressed over all of this.

In any case, | don't know why the complaint is addressed to us Orthodox Jews, it should
rather be addressed to Cuomo and De Blasio for enacting unneeded unscientific and
senseless edicts, which are not data based at all, and is more based on fear more than
anything else (please do read the piece until the end, including all the links which I will
display, to see that it is clear that | am not at all coming from left field). So, if they should
be upset at someone, it is Cuomo and De Blasio.


http://westbororabbi.blogspot.com/

Do also take note, that it was not the Orthodox Jews who ordered the Bars and
restaurants to be closed all this time for almost five months. In addition, this great
genius Cuomo blamed it on the proprietors of these establishments, because he
claimed that they were not being careful enough. So just like that edict had nothing to
with the Jews so too this edict should not be blamed on us.

Before | get to Cuomo and De Blasio, | want to point out some basic points in how the
data is being tallied.

The entire positivity rate makes no sense, and | don’t know how one can quote a

meaningless rate which is not backed up by real data?

The local government should really tally the rate based on the amount of positive cases
vis a vis, the population in the area. Instead they tally it based on the rate of people
testing. The issue is, that it does not take into account social behaviors. For instance, in
park slope the people test for every small thing, while in Bensonhurst (not a
Chareidi neighborhood either), they only test when there are symptoms. Obviously, you
are going to have a difference in the positivity rates in each neighborhood. However,
this has no bearing in regards to the actual level of prevalence of the disease in each
locale.

The fact that they have not even addressed this glaring issue, makes one wonder what

they are even thinking, and turns me off completely from listening to them.

Now one might say, well look the area has been coded red. However, that is circular

reasoning, as it has been coded red by the same flawed reasoning, which is junk data.

[BTW | wonder what one should say about this (please do open and
see)? https://twitter.com/KalmanYeger/status/1316101064698068992?s=08

https://twitter.com/Yochidonn/status/1316215032003399681 ]

And the proof is in the pudding. Almost all hospitalizations in NYC itself (I am not
discussing Monsey or Lakewood here), are not from the Frum Community. There are a
few cases, but it is not proportionate at all to its population. SO, if they are having a so-
called spike, how come it is not borne out in the rates of hospitalizations? (Again, | am


https://twitter.com/KalmanYeger/status/1316101064698068992?s=08
https://twitter.com/Yochidonn/status/1316215032003399681

not discussing the Monsey area). | am following the data, and | see that the
hospitalizations rates are Mamash skyrocketing in NYS and very little of these

hospitalizations are Orthodox Jews.

We had the same issue, when the NY post, published the news a few weeks ago, that
three people died in Maimonides hospital, and this was spread all over, when it never
happened at that time (since then two people have actually died for real). The issue is 1.
False data and 2. Causing people to lose faith in all the information which is given to

them.

As a matter of fact, as we speak the positivity rate is going down in BP, and it goes
down every day. It is not going down because of the edicts, because we all know, that it
does not work that fast, and in any case many people are ignoring the new edicts.
Rather it is quite simple, they rather followed the lead of the Williamsburg community,
where they started testing healthy people (And not just people with symptoms) and the
rates started going down. They will continue doing this, and the rates will mirror Park

Slope.

https://twitter.com/NYGovCuomo/status/1315746316593639426

Cuomo of course would have us to believe that it is the lockdowns which changed

things.

Another thing | would like to address is the topic of herd immunity. This is something
that these Doctors discuss, and | think they did not represent the data accurately at all,
and | would like them to read this.

They made the claim that the current rate of immunity is at around %20-25. | have
heard Dr. Redfield and Dr. Fauci make this claim. But the truth is, that these numbers
come from our great health system in NYS (headed by the great genius Howard Zucker)
with its long history of mishandling everything in this pandemic (BTW right in the
beginning when CH got slammed, they decided on a Friday to close down the schools.
As that time the Mayor’s office wanted to keep the schools open, and would only relent
to shutting the schools down late Sunday. That day the Mayor’s office was calling the
Schools angrily asking the why they are closing the schools!


https://twitter.com/NYGovCuomo/status/1315746316593639426

NYS is made up of many regions, with some having very low numbers of immunity and
some having very high numbers of immunity. The same is actually true in NYC. In some
neighborhoods the rate is extremely high and some of them it is extremely low. SO,
when one balances it out to an average throughout the entire state, one is actually
doing a disservice.

To the point: In Ch the local Dr. have engaged in extensive serological testing
throughout the summer, and have also had a good chunk of the community fill out

various surveys.

It is their opinion that herd immunity within the Jewish community in CH is at about 60-
70%. Obviously, that does mean that 30-40% of people are not yet immune, and for
them it can pose a problem. Usually it is not a big deal, until the disease is brought back

from the outside, and this is truly the main concern, especially in the Tishrei Season.

As a matter of fact, the main Dr. in Crown Heights, Dr Rosen, once sounded off to
someone, when he showed him a long list of the antibody test results, and said: that he
wanted to send these results to the local health authorities in the city and state, and

there was NO ONE to send it to, and that no one is home.

While Cuomo is writing his books, someone should really do some serious research, on
how our health system in NY failed us and continues to fail us. If one would go through
all of this, one would be shocked at how inept they are. This story is but one example.

(and then they wonder why people don’t trust anyone and why they don’t listen).

In any case if one were to discuss immunity in BP or Williamsburg, one has to engage
in this same discussion in regards to immunity in that specific neighborhood, instead of
talking about averages in the entire city.

There is a lot more to address in regards to data, but for now, please see this article

(where we learn about the wisdom of relying on Zip Codes):

https://bklyner.com/mayors-misleading-zip-code-talk-means-zip/



https://bklyner.com/mayors-misleading-zip-code-talk-means-zip/

Now let me address some of the rules. | mean we can start with this: Does this ten-
person rule make any sense in an across the board fashion? Does the size of a Shul or
its ventilation system make any difference? Just asking.

But | want to focus on something else.

It is important to note that the edict, not only affects shuls, but more importantly schools.
And not Stam Schools (the Yeshivos will do fine, they will open in any case, as we all
know) but rather the public-school system.

This really hurts people who send their children to special needs schools, which are
under the board of ed.

For some reason Dr. Cuomo and Dr. De Blasio don't believe that Special needs schools
(which have a much lower amount of students per class), are considered essential
needs (even though this really destroys the family and the child who needs these
classes more than any other child), even if the child will be 5 years old, and there will

ZERO cases in the school.

They won't even allow therapists to come to the house of a child to therapy in person,
even if the therapist and the child are not located in the hot zones, just because the
address of the school is. NO! The therapy has to Davke be conducted over the internet,

even though it is obviously not as effective.

As a matter of fact, the state and City, actually put out guidelines in the beginning of the
year, how to deal with each set of issues.

Suddenly they shredded these manuals, and are making things up on the fly (BTW the
mayor suggested a two-week cancelation, and Dr. Cuomo thought that really it needs to
go on to November 5th for reason). They keep on changing their mind every day. (I will
discuss how this actually happened later on in this email).

However, for some reason teachers who did not know about this issue a few days
before, are prohibited from entering the building, to pick up anything they might have left
in the building including food in the fridge.



One thing is clear, NEITHER De Blasio or Cuomo warned that in this type of case, that
this type of thing would happen. They just came up with the idea on the spot.

And BTW one should know the following: Almost all people working within the board of
ed, found out about the plan the same way me and you found out about it: Through the

news.

| know a father of a special need’s child, who for him the past half a year was hell on
earth. They finally managed to get our child back to school (though for three weeks De
Blasio could not figure out a contract with the bus company so there was no
transportation), but Nebach the schools address is located in this so-called hot zone.
This is how | know the information in regards to Special needs schools, plus a lot more
details. You can be rest assured that we are talking about a bunch of people (Cuomo

De Blasio and Carranza (the chancellor)), who one should not rely on for anything.

BTW | can tell you that the lady in the board of ed who is the point person of the father
told this father, that she has had a load of parents calling her crying away on the phone

over this issue.

What is the point of this long comment? because | am trying to point out, that we should
not follow every edict blindly, and that such people are not exactly the type of people
who one should trust in regards to anything. And | certainly would disregard their edicts
for trash.

But there is a bigger issue, because it is precisely these edicts, and the way it is
passed, that causes the public to completely lose all trust in the government. SO while |
completely agree with you that every sort of precaution should be taken, it is hard for
the regular folk to follow through, because they have lost so much trust in all those
involved. This is a crucial point: In order to get people to do what is right and proper,
one has to work with them in a good faith manner, instead of acting in a way, where the
person only hates all those coming out with edicts and are not interested in them.

Of course, one should not throw out the baby with the bathwater, however please

remember that it is the government who is acting in a totally counterproductive fashion.



Now | want to discuss how these edicts were made, and why it is such trash, that it only
pushes someone to the other side. This is important for your resident doctors to know

about. This was not data and not science.

First of all, let us not forget let us not forget his pathetic trash meeting with Orthodox

Jewish leaders, ta few hours before Cuomo came out with new regulations.

| am sure you read about it in the media, however if you did not please see here:

https://twitter.com/Yochidonn/status/1313565583955439616

https://twitter.com/YosefRapaport/status/1313561656002310144

https://twitter.com/Yochidonn/status/1313565583955439616

According to all accounts, he played every game in the book, was totally dishonest and
duplicitous (he actually told the leaders in the meeting, that the whole point of the rules
which he is going to make is, Beferush not to close the shuls, but rather to keep it open
at 50% capacity, and a few hours later he said something else completely), and showed
that there is no way anyone can consider a word that comes out from his mouth to be

true.

Here are some updates on the matter:

https://hamodia.com/2020/10/12/exclusive-recording-jewish-leaders-say-stabbed-back-
cuomo

https://twitter.com/HeimishCon/status/1315762417599741953

This is really interesting to listen to.
The questions from Rabbis Mansour and Horowitz were kind of embarrassing.
However, Rabbi Bender asked a tough question (even if he prefaced with praise).

Regarding the fear, that's his job as a leader, not to succumb to fear (and instead work
in a data-based manner). To prepare a non fear based and data-based response (and

to have had one ready already before this comes up!!!).


https://twitter.com/Yochidonn/status/1313565583955439616
https://twitter.com/YosefRapaport/status/1313561656002310144
https://twitter.com/Yochidonn/status/1313565583955439616
https://hamodia.com/2020/10/12/exclusive-recording-jewish-leaders-say-stabbed-back-cuomo/
https://hamodia.com/2020/10/12/exclusive-recording-jewish-leaders-say-stabbed-back-cuomo/
https://twitter.com/HeimishCon/status/1315762417599741953

He (and DeBlasio) should be going out of their way not to single out Jewish Mosdos etc,
and when Yeshivas have issues (when they did what was necessary), to emphasize
that it isn't their fault, and what the impact actually is.

Again, this was a mostly fluffy conversation the governor had with the Orthodox leaders.

Most of it fluff and promises which the governor then reneged upon a few hours later,
but here is one take away from an answer he gave to tough question from Rabbi
Bender (which | think are legitimate questions and you should take seriously if you were
to be so critical (I suggest one listen to it), so the governor responded (in his words):

"Rabbi | agree with you. This is not a highly nuanced sophisticated response. This is
fear driven response. This is not a policy being cut by a scalpel. This is a policy being
cut by a hatchet. It is very blunt".

He then goes on and blames the mayor and goes on and on.
| am just wondering; would anyone want to have an operation done in such a manner?

The doctor asked on the show, if | would want to have a Surgeon doing surgery without
a mask? And | propose to him the following question: Would he want to have a surgeon
cut with a scalpel or a blunt hatchet when he is doing a surgery or would he rather skip
the surgery? (Even if it were a lifesaving surgery). Does he want the surgeon to know
what he is doing, or that the surgeon just cut away in the dark (and hopefully catch the

Cancer in between)? Remember these edicts have many deep and lasting effects.
| would like to go further:

As pointed out above: these decisions being made, were NOT made based on any
deliberate calculations, but were made on the fly. This has been made clear in my

above email and links, and see this NYT article also:

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/12/nyregion/cuomo-coronavirus-orthodox-shutdown.html

This article makes some facts abundantly clear, and should make it clear to all of us, as

to who our leaders are.

| just want to quote one paragraph:


https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/12/nyregion/cuomo-coronavirus-orthodox-shutdown.html

"Mr. de Blasio admitted that his announcement, without warning Mr. Cuomo, was a
tactic to publicly pressure the governor to act quickly.

“‘We want the state to know, in a very public manner, what we believe will allow us to
contain the situation,” the mayor said last week.

“The thing I've learned now over these seven-plus months is that it is very important,

once we have come to a conclusion of what is needed, to be very public about it.”

As | wrote above: The person in the board Op Ed did not mince words, and stated
emphatically that neither Cuomo or De Blasio are making any decisions based on Data
and science. However here we see it clear as day.

Then there are those who ask: Is Anti-Semitism the motive? | have no idea. But they are
certainly causing Anti-Semitism. As matter of fact many in our own community
have fallen for the farce, that the Chareidi areas somehow have a higher infection rate
then the rest of the city (which as | have pointed out, is patently untrue). Dov hikind has
pointed some of this out (again forget the messenger who put up the video, and just
listen to dov's words):

https://twitter.com/HeshyTischlerNY/status/1315830575429754881

This has caused tremendous Anti-Semitism, and we have heard of Orthodox Jews

being denied basic services because of all of this, including health services.

Please see here also:

https://twitter.com/NYCGreenfield/status/1313807457408487426

What ends up happening is, that people end up losing confidence in the government,
and it therefore causes them to throw out the baby with the bathwater. This is human
nature, and | blame the government leaders for this, as they have made mistake after
mistake in this regard.

How do you expect any person in the community to trust anything that comes out of
their local government's mouth.

This is as counterproductive as you are going to get.


https://twitter.com/HeshyTischlerNY/status/1315830575429754881
https://twitter.com/NYCGreenfield/status/1313807457408487426

https://boropark24.com/news/city-agencies-continue-to-flood-boro-park-with-citations-some-
without-specific-violations

| am not even discussing the polls coming out after the BLM protests, that even people
who believed in their cause, no longer were interested in being precautious, this is the
nature of the beast. There is so much to say about it, but for now | will point to this
(sorry if it is not the most credible source, but it makes certain sociological points),

https://www.newsmax.com/t/newsmax/article/991471?section=billdonohue&keywords=antifa
-blm-mtv&year=2020&month=10&date=12&id=991471&oref=t.co

In any case here is the cover to this week’s Mishpachah Magazine:

https://twitter.com/themishpacha/status/1316177239931748352

| believe the following tweet is right please see:

https://twitter.com/Yochidonn/status/1314678987780747265

4. Ok, now | would like to move on to other issues.
In regards to masks on Shabbos.

Rabbi Green claimed that it is Assur to wear a mask when Davening Shmone Esrei (!!),
and when challenged he compared it to a Ma’asei which is Assur to wear on Shabbos.
While you challenged him, you never really pinned him down, and let him get away with
it.

In truth there are many who have written about it being an issue, however | just don’t
get the issue.

In order for anything to be considered a Malbush, it has to be defined as Derech
Levishah. And it does not have to be Derech Levishah of everyone, but rather of one
group of people, even Shepherd’s. The only issue would be the Clothing of another
nation (or women which are a mxy 1921 ny). So if shepherds clothing can be considered
Derech Levishah, then a Mask in the USA can certainly be considered Derech

Levishah, even if it were not mandated by the local government.

5. In regards to the discussion if one is obligated to help and save someone who put
himself in a Matzav of Sakono (where Rabbi Sacks quotes the Radvaz and Ri Mi’'Gash.


https://boropark24.com/news/city-agencies-continue-to-flood-boro-park-with-citations-some-without-specific-violations
https://boropark24.com/news/city-agencies-continue-to-flood-boro-park-with-citations-some-without-specific-violations
https://www.newsmax.com/t/newsmax/article/991471?section=billdonohue&keywords=antifa-blm-mtv&year=2020&month=10&date=12&id=991471&oref=t.co
https://www.newsmax.com/t/newsmax/article/991471?section=billdonohue&keywords=antifa-blm-mtv&year=2020&month=10&date=12&id=991471&oref=t.co
https://twitter.com/themishpacha/status/1316177239931748352
https://twitter.com/Yochidonn/status/1314678987780747265

| would like to quote the actual words of these Rishonim, and attatch some pieces from
Rav Zevin on this matter. | think it will put the matter to rest, and also put to rest the
words of some, who have staked the strangest claim that one does not need to say

Tehillim on someone who did not wear a mask.
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In regards to our discussion see the attachments from which | have sent from Rav

Zevin.
6. In regards to the Belzer way of going about things.

| do not agree with everything (especially his niajzon) in this piece, but it is an interesting
take.

https://www.kikar.co.il/375894.html

| forgot to send you in my long email the following link.
This does not justify everything, but it does make a certain point.

https://forward.com/opinion/455590/dont-call-hasidim-anti-science-they-kept-covid-at-bay-

all-summer/

Nochum Shmaryohu Zajac
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Comments on Previous Shows
Show 278 — Slavery and Racism — The Torah view
Hello R' Dovid,

| hope it is not too late to comment on your show about slavery. | recently came across
this Mareh Makom which | did not see mentioned in your sources. The Pri Megadim at
the end of O"C siman 156 is Mesupak if there is a Din Veahavta Lireacha Kamocha on
an Eved. He brings several Rayos that there is Veahavta on an Eved and does not
bring any counter- Rayos. Therefore, it would seem that Lihalacho there is a Din
Veahavta on an Eved. See also in Siman 693 where he is Mesupak if you can give
Mishloach Manos to an Eved and he seems to conclude that an Eved is called

Rei'acha.

| believe that the correct answer to your question of "How could the Torah allow the
selling of slave children" is that in Hilchos Kinyanim it is Muttar. However, in Hilchos
Veahavta Lireiacha Kamocha it is 100% Assur in a case where it will cause pain to the
parents. The Torah does not allow one to be cruel or to cause pain to another but this is
not in Hilchos Avodim rather it is in Hilchos Bein Adom Lechavero. There are many
things which one is technically "allowed" to do but would still be totally Sssur because it
is cruel. It is Poshut that selling a parent's small children would be Assur for this

reason.
Thanks for the great content.
Best regards,

Yosef Greenstein



Show 284 — Divide in Ger
Hi,
I'm a new listener to your podcast and found it interesting. The discussion about donor

eggs felt rather clinical/blunt but | guess that's how you have to figure out Halacha.

The reason for this email though is the second half of that episode. My husband is an ex
Gerrer Chassid and | absolutely disagree with quite a bit of how they do things but | felt
uncomfortable listening to some callers just bashing Ger to the point that | stopped

listening.

My question is what's the Heter for this discussion which seemed to veer into lashon
hara against a group? I'm sure you have an explanation and | hope you can reply.

All the best,

Hadassah

Response:

Thank you for your emails.

When we discuss controversial issues, molestation, inadequate Batei Din for
divorce matters, shortcomings in Hecshaerim etc etc, we frequently get asked
about lashon hara issues. The Halachik response is that if it’s for a Toeles, ie, to

create awareness and hopefully improvement, it’s not lashon hara.

So for example, if a person's young son hears their father speaking fervently
about some Torah they saw from the Sfas Emes or the Chiddushei HaRim, and
suddenly decides to become a Gerrer Chosid, shouldn’t the parents know that it’s

a totally different story today and they don’t even learn Tosafes?

The only beneficiary of silence is the perpetrators.



Rabbi Sacks
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