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Answers to the Questions

Answers to the question 1 click here
Answers to the question 2 click here
Answers to the question 3 click here
Answers to the question 4 click here

Answers to the question 5 click here

Comments on the show 1 click here
Comments on the show 2 click here
Comments on the show 3 click here
Comments on the show 4 click here

Comments on the show 5 click here

Comments on the show 6 click here

Comments on the show 7 click here

Comments on the show 8 click here

Comments on the show 9 click here

Comments on the Show

Comments on the Show 10 click here
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Comments on Previous Shows

Show 73 — DNA, The Kohein Chromosone

Comments on the show 1 click here

Show 257 — Checking food for bugs Il

Comments on the show 1 click here

Comments on the show 2 click here

Show 258 — Alternative Medicine

Comments on the show 1 click here

Show Suggestions

Suggestion 1 click here
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Selected emails from our listeners
Comments on the Show
Shalom Aleichem,
Thank you for your program-I enjoy it and appreciate the work you put into it.

| would like to point out to you that in your show about nepotism and Yerushah you
seem to be conflating the role of "leader of the generation" with that of someone leading
one local institution. Your illustration of a "general" needed to fight the street influences
etc. and what are we going to do without one, and the Rambams 40 names are not (for
the most part) family are mainly relevant if we would automatically appoint Rav Shach,
Rav Elyashiv, Rav Shteinmans son's in their place and Klal Yisroel would accept them.
It has no relevance to a specific institution. B"H there is many fine yeshivas and if you
don't like this one choose another. Your question (with this premise) would only be
relevant in Chassidusen maybe-but even there no one is leading the whole Klal Yisroel
and its people's choices who to choose-see 2 Satmars and 2 Bovovs and 2 Shomrei
Emunim etc.

| think you do an amazing job overall but it's important for you to realize that there are
real blind spots in your questioning and thinking. This is only one example and | can
give you more (for example your discussion with Rabbi Vaye on bugs, the argument

with Rabbi Lerner re- the Roshei Yeshivas ban). Obviously, this is my opinion.

Again, | think you are doing a great job but the analysis needs to be fleshed out more.
Best,

Shmulie Kosman

Response: Thank You Shmulie. | don’t agree.

You don'’t think that boys or girls who graduate from a school need role models and
generals to emulate thru life? The fact that someplace else may have a Rav Schach etc

won’t help the graduate of another school.

Every army needs it's general even if there is a commander in chief.



The Chofetz Chaim Paskened this way, we posted it on line in the Maareh Mekomos.

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein

I’'m a regular listener and | am looking forward to the yeshiva Yerusha program—I'm
waiting for a long drive to listen. May | propose another subject—Yerusha in families—
how to transfer assets between generations without destroying families or perhaps not
to transfer but to give tzedakah.. Sadly this is a very current topic—ask anyone who
works on a Beit Din and needs to be addressed.

Best Wishes

C. Ungar

Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,
| have heard your latest podcast with much interest. It was highly enlightening.
| would like however to make a few notes.

Beforehand | would like to point out, that it sort of an issue, that some fo the guests may
make certain statements which contain actual errors, and they go uncorrected. Yes, we
can send in an email, however, we all know that it has much less of an impact than the
actual podcast where the mistakes were made and went uncorrected. In any case, |
would be very happy if this email can be passed on to Rabbi Dunner so that he corrects
his mistakes, especially in light that he is planning on giving a lecture on the Yeshiva of
Vlozhin, and should really be aware of the actual facts.

1. Someone made reference to the Granat and Reb Mendel Zaks. Let me just lay down
a few facts. The Granat was already in failing health from 1920 (when his wife passed
away) till his death in 1928. In all this time he still kept the job as Rosh Yeshiva. as a
matter of fact, Rav Zaks was appointed only as a "Ra"m" in 1926 when the Granat was
sick. Rav Zacks was only appointed as a Rosh Yeshiva after the Granat passed away.
Even then, he was appointed as a Co-Rosh Yeshiva with the Granats son in law Rav



Feivelson (who was very close to the Chofetz Chaim), till Rav Feivelsons passing. In
addition, a son of the Granat served as a Ra"m. | am therefore not exactly sure the
meaning of the persons stated in this regard.

2. There are a good few differences, between a CEO of a business or an academic
institution, on one hand, a Kehila or Yeshiva on the other hand. | will just make mention
to a few of them.

A. A Rosh Yeshiva or Rav will attempt to bring up his kids to follow his ways to the best
of his ability, and being that the person is such a great person, he has a certain Koach
to do so. A CEO won't even try to bring up his son in his ways. The essential difference
is, that a CEO does not do this as a belief and life, but as a job, unlike a Rav Or Rosh
Yeshiva which believes in this sort of life, and wants to impart this sort of life to his kids.
This is aside for the issue that many of these big companies are publicly traded
companies (something which was completely ignored in this discussion).

In regards to an academic institution. Most of them are not some sort of Boss over the
institution, they are completely beholden to a board and work for the "institution". Many
Rosh Yeshivos, build Yeshivos around themselves, which just happen to be non-
profits.

3. In regards to Rabbi Dunners's segment, | would like to make a few points.

A. In general, | would like to ask him the following question. Since he posits that
maintaining inheritance in the running of an institution is a recipe for disaster, how would
he explain the success of many Yeshivos which do have family members who succeed
in positions of power? How does he explain the success of Yeshivos like Mir Mir,
Lakewood, Ponovezh, Brisk, and many other institutions? Yes, many family institutions
are no longer as they once were, however, that is the case even with regards to
institutions that did not have family members succeeding the leaders.

B. In regards to Vlozhin, there are a good few mistakes. In general, many people, make
one mistake, however, Rabbi Dunner has made two mistakes.



Beforehand | want to introduce some general facts which will bring the issue to context
to the story.

Rav Chaim Berlin was a massive 71ma nTx and a big Goen who was also a Tzaddik and
a nimnn nim %ya, notwithstanding the fact that he was a Ba'al Yesurim (he did not
have any kids, and his beloved Eshes Ne'urim, passed away while he was yet in
Moscow, and after that, he lost another two wives. The memoir literature describes the

terrible sadness which the entire family felt when the third wife passed away).

He assisted his father in producing his Seforim, starting at a young age when he helped
him publish the Ha'emek Sha'alo. He was a big Boki in Kol Hatorah Kulo, as his
Teshivos show (which BTW shows his beautiful penmanship in Aramaic and Hebrew).

He served as a Rav in Moscow in a very prestigious Rabbinate. In addition, while
serving in the Rabbinate, he assisted his father in fundraising for the Yeshiva and was
actually directly involved in the construction of the beautiful stone building which was
built after the latest fire burned down the wooden building where the Yeshiva was
previously located.

Considering all these facts, | don't think it was that much of a huge Chidush that the

Netziv appointed his son to officially enter the Yeshiva and take him over.

What happened was, that the Talmidim, did not know Rav Chaim Berlin, and he also
was not on the same level as Reb Chaim as a Magid Shiur. Meaning he lacked in the
quality of giving over a Shiur and the specific Derech Halimud which Reb Chaim taught.
That does not mean that Rav Berlin was a terrible choice, or was not a person of stature
(As implicated in the podcast). He was a very great person, who happened to lack the
specific skill as a Magid Shiur at the same time when Reb Chaim Brisker wowed the
Yeshiva world, and at the same time the fact that he was not familiar to the students did

not help him.

Till that time, there were two Beloved Roshei Yeshiva, the Netziv and Reb Chaim and
suddenly someone else came out in to give a Shiur, who they did not know and to
whom they did not give a chance. They rather tore him apart before giving any such

chance. (It should be noted, that Rav Issur Zalman Meltzer sadly commented many



years later, that had they known at the time as to what a great Talmid Chochom Rav

Chaim Berlin actually was, then they would never have treated him the way they did).

In any case here are the relevant facts. until then the Netziv and Reb Chaim would each
say three Shiurim a week (each one saying on different days). After the Netziv Stopped
saying the three Shiurim his son Reb Chaim took his place in saying these three
Shiurim and Reb Chaim Brisker still said his other three Shiurim. This was the case until
the actual closing of the Yeshiva. Reb Chaim Brisker was never kicked out of the
Yeshiva nor did he stop saying Shiurim, and | really do not know where Rabbi Dunner
got that from.

In any event Reb Chaim Brisker only left the Yeshiva after the Yeshiva was closed
down by the government. No, the Yeshiva did not close down on its own just because
Reb Chaim left the Yeshiva, and therefore the Bochurim left the Yeshiva, Rather it was
forcibly closed down by the government (for reasons we shall soon discuss).

Reb Chaim then went back to his father home in brisk where he stayed for a half a year,
till his father passed away, and only then did he take over his fathers Rabbonus (BTW
why was it not noted that Reb Chaim took over his fathers position in Brisk as an
inheritance from his father, and was then wildly successful as a Rav and leader of the
Kehilla)?

After Rav Chaim Berlin started working in the Yeshiva, all hell broke loose with
Bochurim who opposed Rav Berlin fighting with all their might to try to make sure that
he does not succeed. They did not even give him a chance. They actually made use of
his widely known massive library to try to find many different problems with his Shiurim.
Reb Chaim Brisker was actually upset at this behavior and protested on behalf of the
Kovod of Rav Berlin even kicking out a Bochur who did a despicable act (I believe the
Bochur then passed away as a result, though | am not certain fo this).

This entire Brouhaha had unfortunately brought upon the Yeshiva the scrutiny and eye
of the government.

There is no question that the government closed down the Yeshiva on the pretext that it

did not provide enough secular studies to all of its students. Anyone who denies this



denies multiple letters from the time, minutes of different meetings that took place in
this regard and memoir literature that described the situation. These letters and minutes
describe at length the requests which the Government had made of the Yeshiva, the
various negotiations and attempts which were made to ameliorate the situation, the
meetings of the Rabbonim discussing the different options and the final closure by
the police.

The connection between the fight in the Yeshiva to the closure by the government is,
that the entire fight brought forth the attention of the government. The government was
highly afraid and suspicious of any type of seditious behavior, as they considered it the
next step to overthrowing their own government. Because of the whole story, the
government decided that they have to oversee the Yeshiva on many levels more then
they did with regards to other Yeshivos which existed at the time. Once that was the
case, it was only a matter of time, where the Maskilim were able to find a willing ear,
and where they found an excuse to close the place down (based on a certain pretext).

As to the question, that Vlozhin had in any case, for a number of years, secular studies
as part of their curriculum. | don't even understand such a question, can anyone
compare a false smattering of secular studies which only a small portion of the student
body participated in, to a full makeover of the entire curriculum mandatory to the entire
student body?

In addition to all the above if we're being honest, R. Chaim Brisker was only ever in
Volozhin in the first place, because of family connections.

C. With regards to the Mitiler Rebbe and Rav Aharon of Strashelia (the 170 nTiay 7v32). |
know one can claim that as a Lubavitcher | may be biased. However just because | may
have a bias, it does not discount the fact of the matter, that from an objective sense a
real joke of a claim was made.

The claim was made that the Mitiler Rebbe was not equal to Rav Aharon at all (btw
Dunner made a mistake when he said that his name was Schneerson. His name was
actually Schneuri, and it was only in the third generation when the name Schneerson
was adopted). Rabbi Dunner stated this as a real matter of fact. He also implicated, that



had the Mitiler Rebbe not been part of the clan, then he would not have the
gualifications to lead as a Rebbe.

The thing is, that any serious historian who knows his facts, would never ever make

such a claim, and sorry to say, but the fact is, that the claim is utterly ridiculous.

There is no question that Rav Aharon was a 71ma nTXx who wrote a number of very deep
Seforim in Chassidus. However by what metric did dunner use by which to qualify the
Mitiler Rebbe to measure who was equal. Dunner claims that he does not know much
about the life of Mitiler Rebbe (as if he knows a lot about Rav Aharon, or about any
communal leadership which he participated in), however, there is one thing which is
utterly clear and is not a matter of debate to even a tiny iota (and it would behoove a
historian like Dunner to confirm the fact before making such strange statements). This
fact is that the Mitiler Rebbe has authored (in his relatively short life) a massive corpus
of works in the realm of Chassidus. Some of his works are considered by all experts in
Chassidus to be seminal works of extreme depth. As a matter of fact, much of the work
of his great-grandson the Rebbe Rashab is based on his works.

This is just not a matter of debate, so | am not sure exactly how Dunner came to the
conclusion who was equal to whom. | would just like to ask him one question, does he
understand Chassidus, has he studied the works of both of them, that he came to this

conclusion?
In general, | would like to thank you for your great podcasts.

Nochum Shmaryohu Zajac



Rabbi Zalman Graus
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