Strange Times in New Boston - Episode #6 – President Donald J Trump

Welcome to Strange Times in New Boston, and welcome to this the sixth episode of this podcast.  I am Glen Dickey and will be your guide as we explore these “Strange Times” we have found ourselves in.  In this episode I am going examine the 45th President of the United States, Donald J. Trump.  If you have any comments or questions about the podcast please send them to me at StrangeTimesInNewBoston@hushmail.com.   
Question
While you are listening to this episode, I want you to keep a question mind and the question is this; “What was the most successful partnership in human history?”  I will tie this question back in at the end of the show and you can see if you agree with me on the answer.  
US
Donald J. Trump is the 45th President of the United States of America, to different people these words bring a wide variety of emotional and intellectual reactions.  In my lifetime I have seen no American political figure that creates so much dissention, not Regan, not Clinton, not even Barrack Hussein Obama himself, nobody creates such a furor as Donald J Trump.  Now despite my Republican sympathies I have a confession to make, I was not a supporter of Candidate Trump during the 2016 primary cycle.   I wasn’t.  The bombastic rhetoric and hyperbole, and the New York style, sets my teeth on edge.  Candidate Trump was just too over the top for my taste.  While I might have appreciated some of the punk rock character of Candidate Trump, to my mind government (and especially being President) is a serious affair and should be treated as such.  During the 2016 primary season I was a supporter of Dr. Rand Paul who I still think would make a fine president.  But that’s all the past.  Donald J Trump WAS ELECTED President of the United States of America.  The People, capital T, capital P, are the sovereign in the United States of America and even if THEY elect someone I don’t personally like, my commitment to our form of government is deeper than a single administration, and I hope yours should is too.  
But I am getting off track.
When Candidate Barrack Hussein Obama was elected President of the United States in 2008 I though the political Right over-reacted.  If memory serves, some people predicted that the end was nigh, and that the economy would surely collapse under the demon BHO.  While I was never, never a supporter of President Obama, and was in truth fearful of what he might do with a majority in both houses of congress, those fears never materialized.  Even at his worst he never attempted to re-write American society at large.  Did President Obama spend a bunch of time trying to pass legislation that I don’t like and don’t support?  Yes, he did.  But that being said, he never became the boogey man some people tried to paint him out to be.  He was My Teams political opponent but was he Hitler? No. Was he Stalin?  No.  He was just another in a long line of Democrat politicians representing a coalition of shared out group interests.  
Why am I telling you this?  The reason I am telling you this is to contrast the behavior of even outlier elements of the Right in 2008 with those of the Left in 2016.  
If I thought that the Right went too far in 2008 but I was about to get a real shock as to what “Too Far” really meant when I witnessed what the Left did in the aftermath of the 2016 election.  It was hard to watch a once noble tradition of rational discourse and a democratic belief in our AMERICAN institutions dissolve into, into, screaming at the sky.  If there is a more pointless exercise than screaming at the sky, I don’t know what it is.  Maybe sticking your head in the sand.  I get that it hurts when you lose, just try being a proponent of Individual Liberty for a while but screaming at the sky almost invites mockery.  Instead of talking to your fellow citizens and refining your game so next time you do better, you decide to go out and demonstrate how unfair and butt-hurt you are at the universe, and all of your fellow citizens, for making your team you lose.  Such an image is not attractive to anyone not already drinking the Kool Aid.  It’s one thing to get upset and cranky AFTER you see the passage of legislation that the new administration supports but in the case of President Trump the insanity got turned up to 11 practically before the votes were done being counted.  I have no doubt the President Trump is not an attractive politician to folks on the Left but in the words of a family member; “They never gave him a chance.”  Personally, I was worried that the Democrats would cozy up to President Trump and make some deal on the Right to Keep and Bear Arms.  In retrospect that was certainly fear misplaced wasn’t it?       
Coup of 2016
If the actions by the FBI, and the Department of Justice, post-2016 election weren’t an attempted coup, or at least an attempt to entrap the president I don’t know how else to characterize them?  Maybe not a massive coup but it certainly seems like an attempt to subvert democratic control of the government.  The collusion between the Democratic Party, the Clinton Campaign, the media, the FBI, and the DoJ has been laid out in front of us on numerous media outlets that won’t repeat here.  Skeptic that I am, I honestly doubt any of the parties that I think culpable will ever see any prosecution.  Three dirty FISA warrants signed by the same director?  Are we as a people going to learn nothing from the political distortion that former discredited director of the FBI, J Edgar Hoover added to our history?  The FBI is the Secret Police of the United States of America.  That’s who they are.  And I think that at times they have not been a friend to the Liberty of The People.  All organization are subject to distortions by political forces and the FBI, I mean the secret police, aren’t immune.  They are a human organization no different than any other.  If I told you a story about how the secret police in another country were used by the party in power to manipulate an election you might respond with a shrug.  Good thing that can’t happen here!  Right?  Tell me what country has a powerful secret police force and a free citizenry?  After the story of recent events I am tempted to respond; “No country.”   While I have no doubt that the FBI has many laudable deeds to its credit, when we see brazen interference in our electoral politics it is time to act.  
There is no way the American people, of any political persuasion, should let a practice like what happened with the election of 2016 ever happen again.  The FISA process is secret courts making secret law and that is not an American value.  I think to a lot of the American people believe that the War on Terror has run its course, there is no reason to live under the FISA court, and the danger it represents to our Liberty any longer.  So much concentrated power invites corruption and abuse and it long past time to terminate this usurpation of our constitutional rights.  It is time to close this vector for political abuse down.  The FISA court has outlived its usefulness if it indeed ever had any. 
 Suppose the leaders of this little conspiracy had been successful but the American people had found out about the insurance plan three months into a Clinton administration?  What then?  What would happen when sixty odd million Americans find out that the president, they had elected was overthrown in a coup or under coup like circumstances?  How are they going to feel and what are they going to do?  In my opinion the people that knew about this conspiracy and let it continue were playing with FIRE.  And I hope they get burned, but my fear is we will all be burned to no one’s profit.  You can game it out a lot of ways but if your goal is to destroy the remaining political credibility of the federal government this might be the way.  
Nothing
If the new normal is that when the Republican team wins, they get impeached and excoriated just for being on the Republican team, and when the Republican team loses, they can expect no mercy because they lost…  How does anyone see good government continuing in these United States?  No opposition team, it doesn’t matter who the other team is, is going to accept such terms because the offer is essentially of “No terms.”  Where do you go from such a position?  I worry that normalizing this kind of behavior will result the neutering of ALL future agendas not supported by the Democratic party if they control the House.  President Trump is just the first guy in line.  What is going to happen when the political disrupter I really like gets into office?  Is she or he going to get the same treatment?  Such behavior will inevitably invite reciprocal behavior from the opposition and then, where are we?  If when the Democrats control the US House and a Republican is elected President, impeachment begins upon election why won’t the Republicans do the same thing when the situation is reversed?  This pattern of behavior pioneered by the Left is going to reduce the output of the federal legislative branch even further, probably giving the federal bureaucracy even more control over all of our lives.  And wouldn’t that be great?  I don’t think we should normalize this kind of behavior and I hope the electorate rejects it in 2020.  This country’s federal government needs a US House of Representatives that is at work for us, not taking 4 years off to run an endless series of investigations. 
If you want a final illustration of the kind of dichotomy that appears to exist contrast the difference in treatment between Hillary Rodham Clinton and Donald J. Trump.  The differences in how they were treated by the federal establishment is stark.  To make this incredible disparity of treatment work all you have to do is assume everything HRC says is true and that her motives are exactly what she says, and that Donald Trump is a lying scoundrel.  After almost four years of investigations, after Russia, and the impeachment what good solid evidence is there for whatever the Left is saying Trump did this week?  After almost four years, and with all of the resources available to the Special Prosecutor an US House what smoking gun have they produced?  What secret tapes are there?  What tangible proof of any kind?  Nothing.  Zero.  Null Set.  Void.  Absence.  There’s no demonstratable instance of an actual crime unless you want to believe in a world where every previous administration was also guilty and presumably should have been impeached.  Donald Trump must be the most squeaky clean, straight laced person imaginable to withstand the kind of unprecedented legal and media scrutiny he has received.  Where’s the collusion?  Where’s the dirt?  Over the last four years major political and media figures have swore that they had seen demonstrable proof damning President Trump’s soul to hell for eternity.  Well, where is it?  The farcical and flimsy nature of the impeachment charges against President Trump hurt one intellectually to hear it pronounced.  To pretend that Joe Biden doesn’t brag on national media to all the elements of the crime that Trump is accused of, and yet can be running for the Presidency in opposition without so much as a mention by the media is beyond ironic.  I don’t love Trump but if the new normal is going to be impeach everyone who isn’t woke enough for a  House controlled Democratic party then I guess whomever stands in opposition is “my guy” because the alternative is to abase one’s self and surrender to the Democratic Party unilateral veto.
Speculation
I have to wonder how far up things went in the Obama administration regarding the FISA process.  Who knew?  It seems that Comey had to have known and if he knew then…  The FBI director reports to the Attorney General, and the at times the President…  We’re never going to know.  If we want to address interference in our election maybe, we should talk about British interference.  Christopher Steele was a British intelligence agent for twenty two years, and now four years after “retirement” he is writing a dossier that is at the center of a national political crisis.  After twenty two years there is no question that he took a certain perspective with him when he left MI6, and that legacy undoubtedly left its impact on the Steele Dossier.     
Boogie Man
With the perspective of almost four years, President Trumps’ administration just hasn’t turned out to be the boogie man the Left would have you believe.  If I held my ideological nose and voted for Candidate Trump over Secretary Clinton in 2016 the last four years have warmed me to President Trump.  He hasn’t tried to rewrite our culture, remake the state in his image, and he has made some good improvements to our economic system.  I bet I couldn’t have said that of a hypothetical Clinton administration.  True our 45th President is never going to be a part of my political tribe, but it could be a lot worse.   If he is a bit abrasive at times (or even all the time) that seems like a small price to pay to have full employment and a booming stock market, or at least until Wuhan Coronavirus came along.  I suppose I have learned along with many other American’s to take what the president says with a grain of salt.  He talks like a New Yorker and uses language in a way that I don’t, but the man sure seems to know his way around making the economic watch go tick-tock, and that is a good thing in a national leader.  Personally, I suspect that the Muller probe and impeachment have if anything added to President Trump’s popularity, in spite of all his bluster, hyperbole, and tweets.  It isn’t that President Trump doesn’t act in ways that many of us think are, unusual for a President, it’s that the Left’s persecution of him passed all reasonable bounds.  Even if the man’s behavior pushes the limits in rhetoric, if you look at what he has done, he seems to know a thing or two.  I can’t help but think that it would have been a lot better for the congressional D team if the US House leadership had instead just stuck their noses in the air and ignored 45...  well unless he came up with something really good, like USMCA which the Democratically controlled US House passed on the same day they voted to impeach him?  Huh?  What is that all about?  Does the Democratic leadership in the US House really think that the irony of that is going to be lost on the US voter?   I certainly hope not.  Not to mention the rush to impeachment then Speaker Pelosi sitting on the papers for what?  Three weeks?  Let me get this straight you rushed impeachment through so fast that you weren’t even willing to fight with the administration over subpoenaing witnesses, and now you are going to say it is a cover up if the Senate doesn’t do your job for you?  How does that make even good bad sense?  That the Democratic brand can embrace such levels of cognitive dissonance sounds like something straight out of George Orwell’s 1984.  
Despite the constant vision of the end predicted by the Democrats to my eyes the world doesn’t look like it is going to end anytime soon.  Instead it rather looked likes times were good, well at least until Wuhan Coronavirus came along.  In New Hampshire we had too many jobs for too few people and that is a good situation for the job seeker, especially the lower end job seeker.  In conditions like these companies are more willing to train people up so that they can do the job, and skilled labor is what you want to be in a mixed economic system like ours.  People having jobs is a fundamental social good.  People who have jobs care about the future.  People making money on the stock market is good too.  Prior to Wuhan Coronavirus, and despite the NH Democratic Party doing everything it could to extract your wealth, you had to work at it to not feel a little optimistic economically.  Just imagine that the US economy had been bumbling along under an HRC administration, instead skyrocketing into orbit courtesy of the Orange Man, when Wuhan Coronavirus came along.  That’s something to think about.  
Media
If the political Left’s reaction to President Trumps administration went too far, the media, especially the cable channels seem to have lost their minds entirely.  It’s honestly feels like they are living in an alternative reality where often the media presenter appears to be unable to remember their own past.  I have to wonder at the sanity of some of the talking heads you hear.  How do these people go on the air and read “news” that contradicts the things that they themselves said previously?  In referring back to “1984” they have a word for this in Newspeak; doublethink.   Here’s my prediction of what the news will be tomorrow; whatever President Trump did was bad and caused outrage, even if he did what we ourselves advised yesterday.  At this point I think the media has gone so far in their persecution that they are now hurting only their own brands, but they don’t know how to stop.  At least on Fox you see push back from the representative lefty, the liberty wing of the Republican Party, and the general diversity of the Republican brand.  CNN and MSNBC don’t even have that.  
China
To President Trump’s credit, and to my surprise, was his policy toward Communist China.  To my mind there are good ethical reasons to only trade with totalitarian states on our terms.  In all honesty Communist China IS a totalitarian state.  The elite that control Communist China believe their state owns everything and everyone in China.  That’s a fundamentally different way to look at the world than the one I have.  The US got involved economically with Communist China in order to pry them away from the Soviet Union and that goal is long achieved.  We were extra nice to them then because they were part of a foreign policy goal, but the situation has changed and so should our policy.   If we are going to have economic relations with Communist China, then it should be on our terms.  I have some appreciation of the 5,000 year long history of China.  It’s an amazing story and they have a fascinating culture that is truly as big and as deep as anything in Western Europe but to my eyes the lords of China today, behave little different than the feudal lords of long ago.    
Wuhan Coronavirus 
We’re still in the middle of what is essentially an unprecedented crisis in modern times.  The story is yet to finish.  To my mind virgin soil global pandemics are chancy events and since people been saying this is going to happen for more than a decade, I am inclined to treat the event with great caution.  We don’t want to go through another 1918 and lucky for us this this doesn’t look like it is going that way.  No doubt there will be lots of people with a perfect vision of how to navigate this crisis and know exactly what to do … as soon as the actual events have passed.  Hindsight is perfect.   A couple of things do seem clear. 
1) The World Health Organization would have flown the plane into the side of the mountain if we had followed their advice.  
2) We are too reliant on distant sources for supplies of critical infrastructure.   
Question
As to what is the answer to this episode’s question; “What was the most successful partnership in human history?”  The answer is easy.  Your living in it.  The greatest partnership in human history was the partnership between the Democratic and Republican political parties in the operation of the United States of America in the 20th century.  It isn’t like these two parties ever fell in love with each other, but they tolerated each other enough to run the United States to the stratospheric heights of global power (admittedly during very favorable historical circumstances), and all the while providing a generally improving standard of living for their citizens.  We don’t have to love each other, if we can just tolerate each other, look at what we can achieve.    

Well that’s the end of this journey.  Thanks for letting me narrate our shared travels through these strange times.  If you have comments or questions about the show send your comments to me at strangetimesinnewboston@hushmail.com.  If you would like to support the show financially feel free to contribute at StrangeTimesInNewBoston.podbean.com
Live Free or Die
