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Mark 11:1-2, 4-25
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go to the
village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there,
which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here.”
They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. When
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it.
Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches
they had cut in the fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed
shouted, “Hosanna!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”



Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around
at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the
Twelve.
The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. Seeing in the
distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he
reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for
figs. Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And
his disciples heard him say it.
On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving
out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the
money changers and the benches of those selling doves, and would not allow
anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. And as he taught
them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for
all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”
The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for
a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed
at his teaching. When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the
city. In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from
the roots. Peter remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you
cursed has withered!”
“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this
mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart
but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. Therefore
I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and
it will be yours. And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against
anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your
sins.”

The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry.

The Hunger of Jesus



John 4:34
“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his
work.”

John 6:35
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never
go hungry”

Luke 19:41-42
As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said,
“If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you
peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.

“Jesus believed that the creator God had purposed from the beginning to
address and deal with the problems within his creation through Israel. Israel
was not just to be an “example” of a nation under God; Israel was to be the
means through which the world would be saved…and that this would be
accomplished through Israel’s history reaching a great moment of climax, in
which Israel herself would be saved from her enemies and through which the
creator God, the covenant God, would at last bring his love and justice, his
mercy and truth, to bear upon the whole world, bringing renewal and healing
to all creation.”

- N.T. Wright



Mark 11:15-16
On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving
out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the
money changers and the benches of those selling doves, and would not allow
anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts.

“True prayer is an approach of the soul by the Spirit of God to the throne of
God. It is not the utterance of words; it is not alone the feeling of desires, but it
is the advance of the desires to God, the spiritual approach of our nature
toward the Lord our God. True prayer is neither a mere mental exercise nor a
vocal performance. It is far deeper than that. It is spiritual commerce with the
Creator of heaven and earth.”

- Charles Spurgeon

Jeremiah 7:9-11
Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal
and follow other gods you have not known, and then come and stand before
me in this house, which bears my Name, and say, “We are safe”—safe to do
all these detestable things? Has this house, which bears my Name, become a
den of robbers to you? But I have been watching! declares the LORD.

Mark 11:17
And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a
house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”

“Be careful not to lie, not to distort the truth, because the real danger is that,
by lying, you begin to distort and warp your own hearts. If you lie to yourself
long enough, eventually you will lose sight of the truth and believe the lie and
become unable any longer to tell the difference between truth and lies. What
becomes unforgivable about that is not that God does not want to forgive, but
that you no longer want to be forgiven. God easily forgives all of your



weaknesses and will always forgive anyone who wants to be forgiven, but you
can so warp your own conscience that you see God’s truth and
forgiveness itself as a lie, as Satan, and see your own lie as truth and
forgiveness. That is the only sin that truly puts us outside of God’s mercy, not
because God refuses to extend mercy further, but because you can look
mercy in the eye and call it a lie.”

- Ronald Rolheiser, The Holy Longing

Mark 11:22-25
“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this
mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart
but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. Therefore
I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and
it will be yours. And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against
anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your
sins.”


