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“Bring it on, Holy Spirit! Shake us up, send us forth, kick us out, and 
make us a more interesting church than we would be if you had left us 
alone.” 

- Stanley Hauerwas & William Willimon 
 
Galatians 3:3 
After starting your new lives in the Spirit, why are you now trying to 
become perfect by your own human effort? 
 
The Holy Spirit creates, empowers, and heals a community. 
 
Acts 2:1-4 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what 

 



 

seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 
“The church we believe in lives in the Holy Spirit. The Spirit we believe in 
bears the church within itself. This church of the Spirit will give life to the 
future unity of humankind. It gives life already now to all truly living 
communities. The foundation and basic element of every community is 
not merely the combination of its members but simply and solely the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, for the true church is present there.”  

- Eberhard Arnold, Why We Live in Community 
 
1 Corinthians 3:10-15 
By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, 
and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, 
costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, 
because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the 
fire will test the quality of each person’s work. If what has been built 
survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned up, the builder 
will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping 
through the flames. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 
Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in your midst? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will 
destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are 
that temple. 
 



 

Ephesians 4:1-6 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the 
calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of 
the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. 
 
Ephesians 4:29-32 
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it 
may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Get rid of all 
bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form 
of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 
 
“A person is a person through other persons. None of us comes into the 
world fully formed. We would not know how to think, or walk, or speak, 
or behave as human beings unless we learned it from other human 
beings. We need other human beings in order to be human. I am 
because other people are.” 

- Desmond Tutu 
 
“The Spirit enters into a community when, through its members’ 
common yearning, the community opens itself and makes itself ready to 
be Spirit-driven.” 

- Basil Pennington 


