


3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy 
and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? 
Are you not acting like mere humans? 4 For 
when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, 
“I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human 
beings?

I CORINTHIANS 3:3–4



” I love Jesus but I hate the church“ 
is a theme that keeps reappearing 
with variations in many settings. 
So it is interesting to note that 
Jesus, who in abridged form is 
quite popular with the non-church 
crowd, was not anti-institutional. 

— EUGENE PETERSON, THE JESUS WAY



Jesus said "Follow me," and then 
regularly led his followers into the 
two primary religious institutional 
structures of his day: the synagogue 
and the temple. Neither institution 
was without its inadequacies, faults, 
and failures. The temple especially 

— EUGENE PETERSON, THE JESUS WAY



was shot through with corruption, 
venality, injustice, discrimination ... 
All the same, he didn't boycott the 
place. 

— EUGENE PETERSON, THE JESUS WAY



... A spirituality that has no 
institutional structure or support 
very soon becomes self-indulgent 
and subjective and one-generational.

— EUGENE PETERSON, THE JESUS WAY



Let’s first remember our 
accountability to God



5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? 
Only servants, through whom you came to 
believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his 
task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, 
but God has been making it grow.

I CORINTHIANS 3:5–15



7 So neither the one who plants nor the one 
who waters is anything, but only God, who 
makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and 
the one who waters have one purpose, and 
they will each be rewarded according to their 
own labor.

I  CORINTHIANS 3:5–15



9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you 
are God’s field, God’s building. 10 By the grace 
God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise 
builder, and someone else is building on it. 
But each one should build with care. 11 For no 
one can lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ.

I  CORINTHIANS 3:5–15



12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, 
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their 
work will be shown for what it is, because the 
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with 
fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 
person’s work. 

I  CORINTHIANS 3:5–15



14 If what has been built survives, the builder 
will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the 
builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—
even though only as one escaping through the 
flames.

I  CORINTHIANS 3:5–15



• The Great White Throne Judgment



11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who 
was seated on it. The earth and the heavens 
fled from his presence, and there was no place 
for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Another book was opened, which is 
the book of life.

REVELATION 20:11–12A



• The Judgment Seat of Christ



10 For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive 
what is due us for the things done while in the 
body, whether good or bad.

II  CORINTHIANS 5:10



12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, 
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their 
work will be shown for what it is, because the 
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with 
fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 
person’s work. 

I  CORINTHIANS 3:12–13
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Let's stay hungry 
for God's presence



16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s 
temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your 
midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God 
will destroy that person; for God’s temple is 
sacred, and you together are that temple.

I  CORINTHIANS 3:16-17



22 And in him you too are being built 
together to become a dwelling in which 
God lives by his Spirit.

EPHESIANS 2:22




