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The Gospel of Luke
David’s Son and David’s Lord

Luke 20:41-44
1. A Theological Question (v.41) 

The common, and correct, conclusion of the Jewish religious leaders was that 
Messiah would be a descendant of David (2 Sam 2:9-13; Isa. 9:5-7; 11:1-3; Jer. 
23:5-8; Mi. 5:2). Jesus asks a question about the Messiah that they would be able 
to answer very easily (cf. Mt. 2:6). 

2. A Biblical Examination (vs.42-43) 
Jesus quotes a familiar messianic psalm for justification in asking His theological 
question. This psalm presents the messiah as a royal king (v.2), a holy priest (v.
4), and as David’s lord (v.1).  

3. A Penetrating Question (v.44) 
It was unthinkable for a father to refer to his son as his lord.  With this in mind, 
Jesus’ question is simple: how could the great king call his descendant “lord’?  

4. A Necessary Conclusion      
Jesus establishes that the Messiah had to be something more than a mere son of 
David on the basis of the Scriptures. He had to be one who both came from David 
and who was truly greater than himself. Later, when Jesus applied this Scripture 
to Himself, the leaders understood His claim and and accused Him of blasphemy 
(Mt. 26:63-66; Lk. 22:67-71). 

5. An Important Psalm (Ps. 110) 
The early Christians and the writers of the New Testament followed their Lord’s 
example in using this Psalm in order to establish fundamental truths about the 
person and work of Jesus (Ac. 2:36; 1 Cor. 15:25-28; Eph. 1:20; Heb. 1:13; 8:1). 

6. A Critical Truth       
Most of the Jewish leadership and those who followed their lead would spurn Je-
sus as their Messiah, savior and Lord.  Among the many reasons that fueled their 
rejection was a failure to believe what the Scriptures taught about Him (cf. Lk. 
16:31). They may have been ready to accept Messiah as king, but not as Lord. 
Similarly, many in our day are ready to accept the truncated idea of Jesus as lov-
ing savior but not as sovereign Lord (Mt. 7:21; Lk. 6:46-49; 9:23-26; 11:28). 


