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Comments on the Shiur

Regarding the question you asked R Winston about Germany being Edom, see this
piece in Yeshurun 30 where the author Rabbi Eisenberg makes the case that this is not

true, rather the phrase niTx 7w xmn1a means it was a province of Edom:

https://beta.otzar.org/#/b/182125/pl-
1/t/16400.07035596735155658/fs/VDOBGyntUrR2r8tJPfCDpXhooHAaprs4gb8k XV g292r0/sta
rt/1896/end/2019/c
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Answers to the Questions
Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein,

The riddle of the week is always geshmak and the highlight of the show but this week
they were extra thought invoking. | am rushing to submit an answer before shabbos in
the hopes that | win one of the new Mishna Achrona chelek alef. | have and use the

chelek gimel and vav and | have been eagerly awaiting the release of this sefer.

Riddle 1: The gemara in the beginning of Kedushin (2b) tries to understand the lashon
of sheloshah and in the process brings a passuk about carry weapons. The gemara
says that it is the derech of an man to carry a weapon. Thus, although those learning
Torah are pattur, they are still included in the category of those chayiv just that they
have a pettur. Women are not in the category of actual war at all. When the gemara
says that a women is called to help the battle that is only referring to auxiliary war
necessities but not actual battle. Milchemes amalek is about actual battle and thus only
applies to men. Furthermore, we can tayna that even by men there are different
sections of those in battle. We see by Milchemes Midyan that there were three groups
of 1000 troops, one for war, one to help those in the battle, and another 1000 to daven
for those fighting. When it came time to divide the spoils all got equal share because all
are necessary. Perhaps we can be mechadesh that the bnei torah are not pattur from
battle but rather their learning assists the milchama more than were they to actually
fight. This ties in back cutely to the gemara in kedushin which proceeds to learn to the
passuk of carrying a sword to actually be reffering to learning Torah.

Riddle 2: Perhaps we can be Mechalek between Binyan Hamishkan and Chanukas
Hamishkan. Binyan Beis Hamikdash was a mitzva but it was really a Hechsher
Mitzva in order to have a Mishkan. The Hechsher Mitzva isn't Docheh shabbos. The
Chanukas Hamishkan by contrast was an Avodah of taking apart the Mishkan and
putting it back together (otherwise they could have just left it standing). Thus, it was
Docheh shabbos. Furthermore, we see that Chanukas Hamishkan was so special it had
the category of Horaas Shaah to be docheh mitzvos. We see the Karbonos of the
Nesiim was also Docheh Shabbos and the Chanukas Beis Hamikdash of Shlomo
Hamelech was Docheh (albeit incorrectly) Yom Kippur. As a side note, perhaps this was



the cheshban of Nadav and Aviyhuto bring an Eish Zara THAT WAS NOT
COMMANDED--because the essence of chanukas Beis Hamikdash is a Horaas Shaah.

Yasher Koach for your Harbatzas Torah,
Sincerely,

Ephraim Berger
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Hi thanks for your wonderful and informative program.

Regarding your riddles of the week, I've seen in the name of the Steipler Gaon that the
actual nnimn nxny itself is considered part of the n'7'on and comes before the 7'von not
because of the rule of o1z 7T, only when there are 2 extra leinings do we apply that
rule.



Regarding your second riddle, | believe this is the 3rd time hearing this question on your
program, I've tried responding but didn't receive a reply perhaps it didn't go through.

Maran in T nix 11 "o n"IXxn MmIx y'2r n"Iv asks this question and brings two answers
1. That since males in general do go to war then they are also in the arrnn 1Ta.

2. 'any nyawi Py nnn'n has a different |1 to other ways.

vy

R’ Dovid,
That 21 n')kwi 1N doesn’t place 1ot before the viawn nwno...

That’s only when it’s possible and relevant. It isn’t a case of 7 aliyos vs. 7 aliyos. And if
we want the haftorah to be related to 21, then 2d1 has to be last. And how could it be

first - to have 7 aliyos from 21071?

Additionally, it isn’t as simple as saying that 1d7 is xn"IxT. Remembering 7'y is
xnIXT and year-round. We’re choosing to fulfill it once a year via 211 nwno. So we'’re
choosing to do it when we are.

On another tack, there are plenty of occasions when we prioritize other principles over
21N, After all, the minhag of reading the megillos - we do that before nninn nxjp. But

the 12207 ni¥n of "nox n7'an we do after naimn nxp. Why is that?

| could also ask something ridiculous, regarding another case where the jpanT is fulfilled
before the xnuxT (to aid proving the point of T after yiawn nw1o not being a
violation of 1*1n). Why don’t we do the xn'xT of mn nd>1a before the 1207 of the

NIWKRY nd>11? Obviously we don’t always prioritize XN IXT over [1277.
Thanks, n1> "', Kol Tuy, etc.

Gavriel Kuritzky



Actually, maybe ask one of those points as an upcoming riddle...

Hi Rav dovid

1. Firstly it's not poshut, it's a machlokes the shages arieh (22) and the penei yehoshua
(brochos 51). (the sedei chemed holds like the pnei yehoshua). One must answer that
according to the penei yehoshua one is yotzei the deoraissa on purim and the parshas

zachor is only a miderabanan so therefore the keriya of the parsha comes first.

2. The binyan shelomo is in doubt whether cohanim are chayim to hear parshas zochor.
However rav chaim kanievsky shlita in toras hamoadim (5) says that since if an amaleiki
comes before them in was then they are chayev to kill him therefore they are shayech to
the chiyuv of parshas zochor. see ve'anfei arzei el from my Rosh yeshiva Rav Avraham
gurwicz shlita who discusses this inyan and says that the chinuch holds that in the
mitzvas mechiyas amaleik there is a chiyuv on the tzibbur which includes the women
and also a chiyuv on the yochid which does not include women (and lechoyra also bnei
torah).

3. The korban ha'eyda on the yerushalmi in yome (1:1) asks the question. see the
chasam sofer (0"c 72) who says that a binyan a setirah only for a short time is not a
melocho according to the yerushalmi. however according to the opinions that it is, one
must answer that it was really a "ma'aseh shomayim" and moshe merely helped, as
chazal say. the Ponim yofos says that it was moshe and the leveiyim so it was "shnayim
sheosu" and is pottur (however from rashi in menachos 99 its mashmah that it was
moshe alone....). see the keser kehuna on the sifri 44.

Thanks very much for this weeks show - giving us yet some more news and updates on

this ongoing war in ukraine.....!!!!
regards
shloimy berlin

| sent an email earlier this week, but | have looked into the last question more...



The beis yitzchok (yo"d 2:7) says that he wasn't meikim it on shabbos and that which
the midrash says that he was meikim it every day means: everyday besides for shabbos

Also another way to answer it is that the raavad (on toras kohanim) is mevuar the
mishkan was only up during the shivas yemei hamiluim at the time of avodas
hakorbonos, therefore it's not a din in hilchos binyan hamikdosh (like the ramban in
pekudai 40,2 learns) rather its a din in hilchos ha'avodah itself that the avodah needs a
binyan that is meyuchad for it. therefore since the korbonos hamiluim that moshe was
makriv was doche shabbos (see yoma 51a) so too all of the things connected to it (ie.
building the mishkan) was doche shabbos. for a proof to this see kovetz he'oros (siman
13, 7)

shloimy berlin

The mitzva to remember Amalek is d’oraisa, but Chazal's takana on the method by

which we make sure to remember is d’rabanan.

Hence the reading of Parshas Zachor follows Shabbos leyning because it is the less

tadir of the two d’rabanan mitzvovs.
Kol tuv.

Matthew A. Kaliff, JD
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Some answers to the riddles of the week:

1) A tough one. | think the answer may be that although the mitzva of zechiras Amalek
is d'oraysa, the fact that we read it on the Shabbos before Purim as opposed to any
other time is only d'Rabbanan. Perhaps by the same token that the Rabbanan were
gozer that we read it on that Shabbos, they were also gozer that it be read as maftir
(and that we read the associated Haftorah from Shmuel, which we arguably couldn't do
if it was read first). In other words, tadir v'sheeino tadir only applies where there are two
"competing" mitzvos for which we don't have any specific instruction as to priority; in this
case, however, part and parcel of the gezeira that caused Zachor to be read at that
particular time was that it be where it is vis a vis the regular Torah reading, so "tadir" is
not applicable.

2) (A repeat from Ki Seitzei of last year:) The Mamleches Kohanim (Siman 50) by a Rav
Reuven Kohn brings down two answers to the riddle, each in response to the Binyan
Shlomo's suggestion that kohanim may be patur from Zachor. First, he distinguished
between women, who he says are intrinsically not "benos milchama" and thus patur
from Zachor, and kohanim, who he says are intrinsically "bnei kivush" but are patur from

fighting for an unrelated reason (i.e., that they may become tamei).

The same logic could be used for bnei hayeshiva who are learning and consider
themselves Shevet Levi: although perhaps they aren't chayav to go to war now, they

are still intrinsically "bnei kivush" and obligated in Zachor.

Alternatively, and perhaps more directly, the Mamleches Kohanim mentions the
Rambam that says that Shevet Levi is patur from going to war, and says that the Binyan
Shlomo's reason to exempt Kohanim--namely, that they might become tamei mes--
shouldn't apply by leviyim since they aren't prohibited from becoming tamei mes to the

degree kohanim are.

3) Many possible answers, but the one that seems most likely to me is that it wasn't an

issue of binyan because it was only a binyan arai (which is asur d'rabbanan).

Best, David Birnbaum
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Rabbi Hershel Schachter
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Rabbi Dovid Cohen
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